[image: NeckLace]WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD MONDAY 4TH MAY 2020

	VIA ZOOM

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT: 
Cllrs A Shipley (Chair), B Hughes (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs H Rylands, K Griffiths, D Baker, S Hill, D Brindley, J Morrison, D Normington, T Shipley
County Cllr R Ward
Zoe Grindey (Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
Cllr T McNicol
There were 3 members of the public present
The Chair opened the meeting at 18:35
The Chair welcomed everyone to the first virtual meeting of the Council and explained the rules that Council will be following for such meetings.

001/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q- A resident asked if the Lengthsman was still working.
A – The Chair responded that yes, the Lengthsman is current working, and will continue to do so whilst he is able to adhere to Government guidelines.
Q – The resident reported that there is an overgrown bush at the top of Uplands Avenue that is impacting on the footpath.  They also gave their thanks to the Lengthsman and Parish Council for their work and support throughout lockdown.
A – The Clerk will ask the Lengthsman to take a look at the reported overgrown bush.

002/20 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
An update was provided by Cllr R Ward and he agreed to provide a copy to the Clerk for circulation.

003/20 APOLOGIES
As above.

004/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations in relation to the agenda.

005/20 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.

006/20 STANDING ORDERS
The changes to Standing Orders to enable virtual meetings to take place were agreed as follows:
Item 1a to include ‘Meetings may take place remotely to adhere to Government guidance and protect individuals, or when members are not able to meet in person.  Current legislation allows this until May 2021 but may be extended/reduced.

007/20 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2020 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  

007/20 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
This was carried forward to the next meeting.

008/20 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk provided an update.  She is currently focusing on the audit, and getting all of the required documents scanned in to be sent to the internal auditor.

009/20 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) Year-end accounts
b) Next month’s payment schedule
c) Clerk’s expenses
d) Zoom account costs – it was agreed for the Clerk to pay this on a monthly basis and be reimbursed.

010/20 WEBSITE
A discussion was held regarding moving the website to VAST for hosting.  This will allow for additional plug-ins to be added to enable the website to meet accessibility requirements, and will be cheaper than upgrading the current hosting with Wordpress.
Cllr K Griffiths proposed that the website is moved to VAST for hosting at the costs specified.  This was seconded by Cllr J Morrison and resolved.

011/20 WERRINGTON POWER FUND COMMITTEE
A discussion was held.  Cllrs D Brindley and D Normington agreed to join the Committee.
Cllr K Griffiths proposed that the Terms of Reference for the Committee were agreed, and that a delegated limit of £500 be set.  This was seconded by Cllr J Morrison and resolved.

012/20 STREET VOLUNTEER SCHEME/COVID-19 RESPONSE
Cllr H Rylands provided and update.  Cllrs S Hill and D Brindley fed back some of the positive comments that they had received from residents regarding the scheme.  The Chair gave her thanks to the Street Volunteers on behalf of the Council and praised their ongoing work.

013/20 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr K Griffiths raised the issue of the noticeboard being in a poor condition, with rain getting in.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed that the Clerk would price up a new one.
Cllr K Griffiths raised the issue of the number of PCSOs covering the area being reduced.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr K Griffiths would research the possibility of the Council funding a PCSO to cover the Werrington area.
The Lengthsman was thanked for raising the flag on St George’s Day.

014/20 FREQUENCY OF VIRTUAL MEETINGS
Following discussion, it was agreed that virtual meetings would continue on a monthly basis, on the 2nd Monday of each month.  It was also agreed that the Council would not be holding an Annual Meeting of the Council, and that the current arrangements would continue until next year.

The meeting closed at 19:35

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 8TH JUNE AT 18:30 VIA ZOOM
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