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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 11TH DECEMBER 2017

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

PRESENT: 
Cllrs N Meakin (Chair), Jeremy Fryer (Vice Chair)
Cllrs Jean Fryer, J Morrison, T McNicol, J McNicol, B Hughes, J Hodgetts, A Shipley, K Griffiths, H Rylands
Zoë Grindey (Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
Cllrs L Martin, D Jones
Apologies were received from County Councillor R Ward
1 member of the public was present

515/17 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Questions addressed to all Councillors.
A resident raised concerns regarding planning permission at Werrington Pizza and Grill.  They also had concerns about obstructive parking, bollards and signage, particularly food signage, at this and other premises in the village.  A discussion was held amongst Councillors regarding these issues.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer responded that there is little that the Parish Council can do about signage but the issues involving parking and bollards will be raised with Cllr R Ward.  Cllr B Hughes stated that she had also received a complaint regarding obstructive parking.  Cllr K Griffiths felt that this was a matter for the Police and should be referred to them at the next Police surgery.  Cllr J McNicol stated that the issue regarding the bollards had been ongoing for years.
Resident raised an issue regarding an A-board being left out and felt that it may have contributed to a recent accident there.  This had been reported to Police at the scene but the resident felt that it had been met with a poor response.  Cllr H Rylands enquired if a letter had previously been sent to Werrington Pizza and Grill regarding this matter.  Cllr N Meakin stated that this matter had been dealt with verbally in the past but now needed to be put in writing.  Cllr H Rylands requested that the resident sends relevant pictures and videos to him via email.
ACTIONS   
· Issues regarding obstructive parking and bollards to be raised with Cllr R Ward. 
· Letter to be sent to Werrington Pizza and Grill regarding A-board. 

516/17 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
As Cllr R Ward was not present, no County Councillor’s report was given.

517/17 APOLOGIES
Cllr N Meakin read out apologies.
Cllr L Martin had forwarded items for the agenda to Cllr N Meakin, along with her apologies.  A discussion was held regarding whether or not apologies had to be accepted.  It was felt that this was at the Chair’s discretion, although clarification is to be sought from Charles Arnold-Baker.  The Clerk needs a copy of this.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer read out the relevant rules from the Local Government Act (1972), in particular that it is a statutory requirement for Councillors to attend Council meetings.  It was felt that this matter should be included in the Standing Orders.  Cllr N Meakin declared that apologies would be accepted for this meeting but that in the absence of Cllr L Martin, the agenda items put forward by her would not be added to this agenda but are to be moved forward to the next Council meeting.
ACTIONS   
· Clerk to obtain up to date copy of Charles Arnold-Baker.
· Clarification is required regarding the rules for attendance at Council meetings and                                       apologies.
· Standing Orders are amended to include above rules.
· Agenda items submitted by Cllr L Martin to be moved forward to the next meeting.

518/17 ANNOUNCEMENTS
A new Clerk has now been appointed and was welcomed to the meeting by Cllr N Meakin.  The new Clerk is Zoë Grindey and her email address is werringtonparish@gmail.com.

519/17 DECLARAIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest given.

520/17 ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL
In the absence of Andy Boys (outgoing Clerk), Cllr N Meakin read out an email regarding the accounts.
A discussion was held regarding the gritting of paths.  Cllr K Griffiths raised the issue of the Parish Council’s liability following the gritting of paths.  Clarification is needed as to the legal implications and potential impact on Public Liability Insurance with regard to the gritting of paths.  Cllr N Meakin proposed a vote as to whether or not the Parish Council should carry out gritting to the stated paths.  There were 9 in favour with 2 abstentions.
An invoice was submitted for approval by Cllr J Morrison for the purchase of a laptop for Zoë Grindey.  This was approved.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to seek clarification as to the legal implications and issues of Public Liability Insurance following the gritting of paths.
· Agreed paths to be gritting, to include the corner of Uplands Avenue by the shops, the path from Ash Bank Road to Stonehouse Road, past the senior citizen’s bungalows, and the path opposite the Co-op, off Washerwall Lane up to Brentwood Drive.
· Cllr J Morrison to be reimbursed for the purchase of the laptop.

521/17 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Accuracy
· Agenda item 507/17.  Cllr J Fryer should specify that it was Cllr Jeremy Fryer.
· Agenda item 509/18.  Should say repair all potholes, not replay all potholes.
· Agenda item 510/17.  Cllr K Griffiths did not report that the bore hole had been done, but that it was planned to be done.
· Agenda item 511/17.  Should say World War I, not World War II.
· Agenda item 513/17.  Should say playing fields, not playing firlds.
Minutes of last meeting agreed, with amendments.

522/17 MATTERS ARISING
· Agenda item 509/18.  Cllr B Hughes reported on a planned visit to Northfield House.  Cllr J Hodgetts stated that Leek hospital is still carrying out x-rays at the moment.
· Agenda item 510/17.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that no further information or correspondence had been received in respect of the Deed of Adherence.
· Agenda item 510/17.  Cllr T McNicol reported that all 12 allotments had now been allocated.
· Agenda item 512/17.  Cllr B Hughes advised that it had now become apparent that most of the young people involved in the antisocial behaviour reported at the last meeting were actually from Werrington.  Cllr K Griffiths reported that the new PCSO would like to attend a Parish Council meeting.
ACTIONS
· New PCSO to be invited to attend a future Parish Council meeting.

523/17 CLERK’S REPORTS
In the absence of Andy Boys, no Clerk’s report was presented.

524/17 CORRESPONDENCE
· Notification has been received regarding the appointment of new external auditors.  Mazars LLP have been appointed for the Staffordshire area for the period 2017/18 to 2021/22.
· Cllr N Meakin reported that he had received an email regarding Cllr R Ward’s meeting with Barry Fradley, to look at evidence regarding the proposed site for housing.  Cllr N Meakin did not attend the meeting.  Cllr N Meakin gave some background information on the site and stated that it is in the Local Plan.  Sites around the prison were discussed.  It was thought that 75 houses were proposed for the Fradley site.  Cllr N Meakin will forward the email to all Councillors and will put a tracker on it to ensure that it has been received and read by all.  Cllr K Griffiths reiterated that no member of the Parish Council had attended the discussed meeting.
· Cllr K Griffiths reported that he has received a further email from David Shaw containing numerous questions.  He gave details of the questions he has been asked and his responses.  The key question was whether the Parish Council are going to commission an independent review on the Malthouse.  A discussion was held regarding this matter and it was agreed that any review facilitated by the Parish Council would not be independent.  However, if anyone wished to commission their own independent review, at their own cost, then this would be given the full support of the Parish Council.
· Cllr A Shipley felt that following the initial review carried out by Cllr K Griffiths, there was no need for a more detailed review as it had not raised any significant issues or concerns.  This was agreed by the Parish Council.
· A discussion was held regarding the request for a Business Plan for the Malthouse.  It was stated that originally there was a forecast used to inform decisions, but that now a Business Plan had been produced.  Cllr K Griffiths stated that a copy of the Business Plan had been provided to David Shaw and Bill Day.
· Cllr J Morrison stated that David Shaw should be aware of all aspects of the Malthouse as he was a member of the Parish Council at the time it was purchased.
· Cllr H Rylands praised the work of the Malthouse Committee, particularly Cllr K Griffiths.
ACTIONS
· Cllr N Meakin to forward copy of email regarding Cllr R Ward’s meeting with Barry Fradley to all Councillors, with tracking to ensure all receive and read email.

525/17 COUNCILLOR’S ITEMS / AGENDA ITEMS / PREVIOUS MEETING
1, Cllr A Shipley requested an update on the progress of advertising the Parish Council vacancy.
Cllr N Meakin stated that the advertising notice board was leaking water in and had been sent off to be repaired.  He will chase up the notice board and request a form from SMDC Monitoring Officer to advertise the position of Councillor.  A discussion was held regarding the potential election.  Cllr B Hughes stated that it must be ensured that the 10 signatories are from the Werrington area.  Cllr J Morrison raised the question of an Honorary Alderman standing for election.
2, Cllr Jean Fryer provided an update on the clinic and Werrington community library.
Salters Lane clinic will be closing.  The facilities at the Children’s Centre have been reviewed to see if they are suitable for use by the District Nurses and for Ambulatory Care.  The clinic at Cheadle will remain.
3, Cllr N Meakin proposed that Andy Boys be given the old Parish Council laptop as a leaving gift.
Following a brief discussion this was agreed by all Councillors.  Cllr K Griffiths confirmed that all data is to be removed and the laptop reset to factory settings.

ACTIONS
· Cllr N Meakin to chase up advertising notice board and request a form from SMDC Monitoring Officer to advertise position of Councillor.
· Parish Council to ensure that the 10 signatories to support any proposed Councillor are from the Werrington area.
· Clarification to be sought regarding an Honorary Alderman standing for election.
· The old Parish Council laptop is to have all data removed and reset to factory settings, then is to be gifted to Andy Boys.

526/17 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
SMDC
Cllr B Hughes provided an update on the latest SMDC meeting.
PARISH ASSEMBLY
Cllr J McNicol provided an update on the Parish Assembly.
PLAYING FIELDS
Cllr N Meakin provided an update on the playing fields.  Cllr H Rylands stated that he had met with Arnie Swithenbank regarding the proposed BMX track and that planning permission will be required.  Cllr H Rylands has now received 3 quotes and has identified potential funding from David Stocks.
STANDING ORDERS WERE SUSPENDED UNTIL 22:15 HRS
Cllr H Rylands stated that he was in favour of the middle quote which was for £39,000.  There was an issue regarding trees that they would need to work around but he felt that this should not prevent the BMX track from going ahead.  Cllr N Meakin proposed a vote to see who was in favour of the BMX track.  A discussion was held regarding this matter.  Cllr A Shipley felt that there was a need to demonstrate demand for a BMX track.  Cllr N Meakin stated that a group of local young people had built their own BMX track in the past, suggesting that there is a demand.  Cllr A Shipley raised concerns over the increased level of investment now required and stated that she would need to see more evidence to support the demand.  This was agreed by Cllr Jean Fryer.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that he was uncomfortable spending £39,000 on this project at present.  Cllr K Griffiths suggested that a survey is carried out with local young people to identify current demand.  Cllr H Rylands suggested that he could go back to the favoured company and request that they plot the track course over the site using GPS, to show that no trees would be impacted.  This was agreed provided that there would be no cost to the Parish Council.
ALLOTMENTS
All 12 allotments have now been allocated.
VILLAGE HALL
The village hall has been decorated for Christmas.
MALTHOUSE SPORTS FACILITY
The bore hole is due to be carried out shortly and the costs are to be met out of Section 106 monies.
ACTIONS
· Cllr H Rylands to request that favoured company use GPS to produce plan of potential BMX track, provided there are no cost implications for the Parish Council.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting of the Parish Council is Monday 8th January 2018 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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