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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2018

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	


[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs K Griffiths (Chair), T McNicol (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs H Rylands, A Shipley (left at 20:15), J Hodgetts, B Hughes, Jeremy Fryer, J Morrison, N Meakin, G Lowndes, Jean Fryer
Zoë Grindey (Clerk)
55 members of the public were present
PCSO Ashely Goodwin was present
APOLOGIES:
Cllrs L Martin, J McNicol
The Chair opened Public Question Time at 19:00

090/18 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
The Chair opened the discussion and welcomed members of the public.  He explained that the meeting had been arranged for an earlier time to allow for addition Public Question Time.  He then explained the process regarding a potential bike track.
A question was raised from a member of the public about the removal of the bike track on the Common.  Cllr J Morrison read out an email from Mark Preece at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council (SMDC), explaining that they had received a complaint about the bike track, and as there is a bylaw in place prohibiting cycling on the Common, it had been removed.  The Chair explained that the Parish Council have no authority over the Common, but that if members of the public wished to discuss the matter with Mark Preece, they would try to facilitate this.
A discussion was then held regarding the possibility of a bike track at Meigh Road playing fields.  Some residents wished to know why this wasn’t done several years ago when it was first requested.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer replied that the Parish Council had tried to set up a ‘Friends of Meigh Road’ group at the time to take the project forward, however there was very little take up, and those that did get involved did not want a bike track.  It was reported that there had been more residents against a bike track than in favour of one at the time and so the idea was shelved.
At the start of the meeting, residents provided Cllr H Rylands with the results of a survey that had been carried out at Werrington Primary School and St John’s Primary School.  The Chair then read out the brief findings of these surveys.  The facility with the highest response was a Zip Wire.  The Chair then explained that the Parish Council were still awaiting a survey to be carried out by SCYVS at Moorside High School, but that they were having difficulties getting into the school.  A resident stated that she may be able to facilitate this.  Another resident felt that it may be useful to have the surveys sent home in school bags, as with other letters.
A young resident stated that he felt that a bike track would be a good thing as it would mean that young people would spend more time outside, getting exercise, rather than indoors on their X-Box’s etc.
Further questions were raised and discussed.  The Chair concluded the Public Question Time by stating that funds were available, up to a limit, and that the procedure earlier discussed and circulated would be adhered to.
The Clerk requested that any residents able to offer any assistance should use the website to get in touch, stating what it is they are able to help with.
Public Question Time was concluded at 20:00.  The majority of residents left the meeting with 1 member of the public remaining.
ACTIONS
· Parish Council to try to facilitate meeting between residents and Mark Preece, if requested by residents.

091/18 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward was not in attendance so no County Councillor report was provided.

The Chair opened the meeting at 20:10

The Clerk informed members that the meeting was being recorded for the purposes of taking minutes and that the recording would be deleted once the minutes had been approved at the next meeting.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed that other recordings of the meeting did not have to be deleted after a certain time, just those for the purposes of taking minutes, as these were classed as draft minutes.
Cllr A Shipley left the meeting at 20:15

092/18 APOLOGIES
As stated above.

093/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None.

094/18 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
None.

095/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair announced that Cllr Doreen Jones had tendered her resignation from the Parish Council.  Councillors understood that this was on medical grounds and wished her well for the future.  Chair to write to Doreen Jones to express the PC’s thanks for her time as a Councillor and to wish her well.
Cllr J Morrison wished Cllr J Hodgetts a belated ‘Happy 80th Birthday’.  Cllr J Hodgetts thanked the Parish Council for her card and flowers.
ACTIONS
· Chair to write to Doreen Jones to thank her for her time as a Councillor and to wish her well.

096/18 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING (NON-EXEMPT)
Cllr N Meakin stated that the minutes were inaccurate and should contain an amendment regarding a discussion held whilst he was out of the room.  Cllr N Meakin agreed to supply the Clerk with the amendment.
The minutes were approved by majority, subject to the above amendment.
ACTIONS
· Cllr N Meakin to provide to Clerk details of amendment to minutes.


097/18 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING (NON-EXEMPT)
· Agenda item 077/18.  Parish Council to formally object to the cutting of School Crossing Patrols.  Cllr L Martin is dealing with this matter.  The Chair provided an update on the options proposed by Staffordshire County Council.  A discussion was held.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Cllr B Hughes to keep the PC updated regarding CCTV in Draw Well Lane. The matter is ongoing.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Cllr B Hughes stated that the Slow Down Sign is still ongoing.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Cllr H Rylands to amend the sign at Meigh Road car park to replace Andy Boys with Zoë Grindey.  This was carried forward.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Clerk to speak to SMDC to request that Malthouse is included in the Dog Control order.  A discussion was held.  This was carried forward.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Clerk to purchase agreed Dictaphone for use at future meetings.  The Clerk is trying out using the PC mobile phone to record the meeting for the purposes of assisting with the minutes.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Chair provided update on lighting.  It was agreed that the light in question should be replaced by Eon.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Councillors to submit biography and picture to Clerk for inclusion on the website.  A discussion was held.  Cllrs N Meakin and Jeremy Fryer stated that they would not be submitting anything for the website.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Cllr R Ward to look into the need for a licence for the planters at the crossroads.  Discussion was held.  Clerk to email Cllr R Ward to chase response.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Parish Council to match fund monies from Cllr R Ward for the installation of bollards on the corner of Johnstone Avenue.  Clerk reported that she has emailed Cllr R Ward for details of how to proceed but has not received a response.  Clerk to chase.  
· Agenda item 082/18.  Cllr H Rylands to purchase a keycode padlock for the gate from the car park to the playing fields at Meigh Road.  Code to be provided to Clerk, Police and Fire Service.  This was carried forward.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Cllr H Rylands to arrange for annual water inspection.  Cllr H Rylands explained that this was not carried out annually, but someone had been out to check that everything was in order and weekly checks were being carried out and signed off on the forms kept at Malthouse.  There was no certificate issued and there was no charge.  These checks are to be carried out by the new Lengthsman in the future.
· Agenda item 082/18.  Budget to cover costs of School Crossing Patrol to be considered for inclusion in Precept setting for 2019/20.  To be discussed at Precept meeting.
· Agenda item 086/18.  Councillors to write to the Clerk to agree to abide by the Code of Conduct.  The Chair reminded Councillors of the need to do this.
· Agenda item 087/18.  Chair to arrange meeting with David Stock at SMDC regarding S106 monies.  The Chair and Cllr Jeremy Fryer provided an update on this matter.  A date for the meeting is still to be agreed.
· Agenda item 088/18.  Clerk to liaise with Cllr T McNicol regarding the trimming of hedges at the allotments.  It was felt that this may be something that the new Lengthsman could carry out.  Clerk to speak to new Lengthsman and arrange quotes for work if he is unable to do it.
Cllr N Meakin congratulated Cllr H Rylands and his son for their work on the poppies.  It was agreed by all that Cllr H Rylands did an excellent job on the whole project.
A discussion was held over the parish boundary.  Cllr H Rylands proposed that a sign was erected for Meigh Road park, as some people are unsure as to where it is.  This was to be included in the future discussion over the signs for the parish boundary.
ACTIONS
· Cllr B Hughes to keep PC updated regarding the CCTV on Draw Well Lane.
· Cllr B Hughes to keep PC updated on the progress of the Slow Down Sign.
· Cllr H Rylands to arrange for sign at Meigh Road car park to be amended to show Zoë Grindey as Clerk rather than Andy Boys.
· Clerk to speak to SMDC regarding adding Malthouse to Dog Control Order.
· Clerk to review the quality of using the mobile phone to record meetings prior to purchasing a Dictaphone.
· Clerk to contact Eon to arrange for replacement of street light.
· Clerk to chase Cllr R Ward regarding the licence for the planters on the crossroads.
· Clerk to chase Cllr R Ward regarding how to proceed with the match funding of bollards for the corner of Johnstone Avenue.
· Cllr H Rylands to purchase new keycode lock for gate to playing fields at Meigh Road.  Code to be provided to Clerk, Police and Fire Service.
· New Lengthsman to carry out water checks at Malthouse.
· Budget to cover costs of School Crossing Patrol to be considered for inclusion in Precept setting for 2019/20.
· Councillors to write to the Clerk (email acceptable) to agree to abide by the Code of Conduct, if they have not already done so.  The deadline for this is 8th December 2018.
· Chair to arrange meeting with David Stock regarding use of S106 monies.
· Clerk to liaise with new Lengthsman to find out if he is able to trim the hedges at the allotments.  If he is unable to do this, Clerk to obtain quotes to carry out the work.
· Chair to investigate where the parish boundaries lie and the moving of the signs.  Discussion to be held regarding a sign for Meigh Road park.

098/18 CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported that a member of her CiLCA course (Simon) was not currently a Clerk at any Parish/Town Council.  He was looking for a Council to work with to assist with his portfolio.  The Clerk proposed that he was invited to work with the Parish Council on a voluntary basis (expenses covered) to assist her with ensuring that the PC is compliant and other administration duties as required.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that a Confidentiality Agreement would need to be signed.  This was agreed.  The issue of insurance was raised.  The Clerk confirmed that volunteers are covered by the current insurance.
It was agreed in principle for Simon to work with the PC on a voluntary basis whilst he completes his CiLCA portfolio (max 12 months).  The Clerk to provide further details of what work he would be carrying out and bring to the next meeting for formal approval.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to provide further details of the work to be carried out by Simon and present at next meeting.

099/18 ACCOUNTS 
The Clerk presented the accounts for approval.  A discussion was held.  
Cllr Jeremy Fryer proposed that the accounts be approved.  This was seconded by Cllr H Rylands and approved.


100/18 BUDGET REVIEW
The Clerk presented the year to date budgets for review.  A discussion was held.  The Clerk proposed that a virement was made on the Malthouse Budget from Grounds Maintenance to Utilities.  This was to cover the unforeseen costs of Utilities relating to last financial year.  It was agreed that the Clerk would review the figures and adjust the budgets accordingly.
It was agreed that the Clerk would send out potential dates for the Precept meeting and arrange a meeting according to availability.
Cllr Jeremy Fryer proposed that the budgets and virement be approved.  This was seconded by Cllr H Rylands and approved.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to review the budgets for the Malthouse (Grounds Maintenance and Utilities) and adjust the figures accordingly.
· Clerk to send out dates for Precept meeting and set meeting according to availability.

101/18 POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The Clerk reported that there was currently no Chairman’s Allowance contained within the Financial Regulations.  Purchases such as refreshments, flowers for residents etc would normally come out of the Chairman’s Allowance.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed that the Chairman’s Allowance should be used for purchases such as those detailed above, as and when required, and reimbursed at the earliest opportunity.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that a Chairman’s Allowance of £500pa be approved and included in the Financial Regulations.  This was seconded by Cllr H Rylands and approved.

ACTIONS
· Clerk to update Financial Regulations to include a Chairman’s Allowance of £500 to be used for the purposes of purchasing items such as refreshments and flowers for residents.

102/18 CORRESPONDENCE
a) Letter from SMDC regarding Allotments 
The Clerk read out the letter from SMDC proposing an increase in the costs of leasing the land for the Allotments from £450pa to £600pa.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed that the Clerk should request a copy of the lease to review what was stated in it.
b) Letter from SPCA
The Clerk read out the invitation from SPCA to attend their Annual General Meeting on 3rd December 2018.  The Chair stated that he wished to attend.  A copy of SPCA’s Annual Report and Accounts 2017/18 was given to the Chair.
c) Letter from RT Hon Karen Bradley MP
The Clerk explained that a letter had been received after the agenda had been sent out.  As the event concerned was to take place before the next PC meeting, the Clerk had included it.  The Clerk read out the letter about a Senior Tea Dance and handed out flyers to be distributed around the village.

ACTIONS
· Clerk to request a copy of the lease for the allotments.
· Clerk to inform SPCA that the Chair would be attending their AGM on 3rd December 2018.

103/18 COUNCILLOR’S ITEMS / AGENDA ITEMS / PREVIOUS MEETING
a) Footpaths.
The Chair provided an update.  The Chair will speak to Cllr R Ward regarding the trees on the path along Washerwall Lane.  The Chair will speak to the resident regarding trimming their trees/hedges on Washerwall Lane.  The Clerk to write to resident on Ash Bank Road regarding trimming trees/hedges.  Chair to provide contact details to Clerk.
b) Antisocial Behaviour.
Cllrs B Hughes provided an update regarding the setting fire to a bin in the copse in Meigh Road.  Cllr J Hodgetts provided an update.  Cllr H Rylands stated that he had a bin available from Malthouse and would liaise with Barbara to supply it to the gentleman in question.  Cllr Jean Fryer provided an update.
c) Parish Council Website and Social Media
The Clerk provided an update.
d) Funding Streams
A discussion was held over potential funding streams, mainly Tarmac and Sport England.  The Chair asked Cllr G Lowndes to look into the Tarmac or other landfill tax funding.  Chair to speak to David Stock regarding Sport England funding.
e) Neighbourhood Plan
No update.
f) WWI Commemoration Event
An update was provided.  The event went extremely well and was attended by many residents.  Cllr H Rylands thanked the Young Offenders Institute for their work on the project.  Cllr J Morrison stated that she had been contacted by a number of residents to congratulate them on the event.
g) Meigh Road Consultation
This was discussed in Public Question Time.
ACTIONS
· Chair to speak to Cllr R Ward regarding the trees on the path along Washerwall Lane.
· Chair to speak to resident regarding trimming their trees/hedges along Washerwall Lane.
· Clerk to write to resident of Ash Bank Road regarding trimming their trees/hedges.
· Chair to provide contact details of resident of Ash Bank Road to Clerk.
· Cllr H Rylands to liaise with Cllr B Hughes regarding supplying a bin to the gentleman in question.
· Cllr G Lowndes to look into potential funding from Tarmac or other landfill tax.
· Chair to speak to David Stock regarding Sport England funding.

104/18 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
SMDC
No update.
PARISH ASSEMBLY
Cllr B Hughes provided an update.  There is to be an open meeting on 29th November.  Cllr B Hughes to speak to Georgina Woodcock regarding setting up a Scam Alert meeting.
PLAYING FIELDS
This was discussed previously.
ALLOTMENTS
No update.
VILLAGE HALL
No update.
MALTHOUSE SPORTS GROUND
No update.
RISK & ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
No update.
ACTIONS
· Cllr B Hughes to speak to Georgina Woodcock regarding setting up a Scam Alert meeting.
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