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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2018

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	


PRESENT: 
Cllrs N Meakin (Chair), Jeremy Fryer (Vice Chair) 
Cllrs H Rylands, K Griffiths, A Shipley, J Hodgetts, B Hughes, T McNicol, J McNicol, Jean Fryer
Zoë Grindey (Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
Cllrs J Morrison (not accepted), L Martin (not accepted), D Jones (accepted)
County Councillor R Ward sent his apologies
No members of the public were present

The Chair opened the meeting at 19:33

540/17 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
As no members of the public were in attendance, there was no public question time.

541/17 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Due to Cllr R Ward’s absence, no County Councillor’s report was given.

542/17 APOLOGIES
Apologies for none attendance at the meeting were read out by the Chair.  A discussion was held regarding whether or not the reasons for absence were acceptable.  Cllr A Shipley proposed that, following advice given at the recent Councillor Training attended by Cllrs K Griffiths and Jean Fryer, apologies should only be accepted on grounds of ill health.  This was reiterated by Cllr Jeremy Fryer.  Cllr Jean Fryer stated that it was advised at the training that this should be included in the Standing Orders.  Cllr T McNicol suggested that this matter is reviewed along with the Standing Orders at a separate meeting.
It was agreed that in the case of Cllr D Jones, the apologies were accepted.  It was also agreed that it is put on the agenda for the next meeting to discuss the possibility of giving special dispensation.  In the case of Cllrs J Morrison and L Martin, the apologies were not accepted.
ACTIONS
· Separate meeting to be arranged to review Standing Orders, to include section on apologies.
· Matter of special dispensation for Cllr D Jones to be put on the agenda for the next meeting.
543/17 ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcements.

544/17 DECLARAIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest given.

545/17 ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL
A copy of the accounts, including details of recent payments made and those requiring approval, had been circulated by email by the Clerk.  The accounts were discussed.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that an additional column should be included to show VAT.
Approval of the accounts was moved by the Chair and was carried unanimously.

546/17 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Accuracy
· For note.  Where any member is not in attendance for the whole meeting, ‘part attended’ should be stated, along with the time of arrival/leaving noted in the minutes.
Minutes of the last meeting were approved unanimously.

547/17 MATTERS ARISING
· Agenda item 528/17.  Cllr T McNicol confirmed that a copy of the rent and terms had been provided to Werrington Bowling Club.
· Agenda item 528/17.  Cllr B Hughes raised the issue of the Local Plan.  A discussion was held regarding this matter.  Cllr T McNicol read out an email from Dai Larner at SMDC regarding the proposed ‘Fradley site’ and a discussion was held.
· Agenda item 529/17.  In the absence of Cllr R Ward, related actions to be moved to the next meeting.
· Agenda item 529/17.  The Parish Council agreed unanimously not to take on responsibility for the unblocking of grids and/or gullies identified as contributing to flooding.
· Agenda item 534/17.  The Clerk has so far been unable to organise a meeting to review the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, due to limited response to potential meeting dates.  Clerk to send out alternative dates.
· Agenda item 534/17.  Clerk to contact insurance company to include Howard Whitehurst as occasional Lengthsman.
· Agenda item 534/17.  10 minutes to be allowed for PCSO Stephen Sherratt to speak following Public Question Time at next meeting.
· Agenda item 534/17.  Cllr H Rylands provided update on BMX track.  Cllr K Griffiths stated that he may be able to arrange for a local consultation regarding the BMX track.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that the PC needs to commission a survey of the condition of trees on Parish Council owned land.  Clerk to look into and devise Expression of Interest to carry out a Topographical Survey and Tree Condition Survey.
· Agenda item 535/17.  Clerk provided an update regarding the handover of Parish Council information from Andy Boys (retired Clerk).  Most paperwork has now been handed over, except that relating to the allotments, which Andy is still working on.  Digital information, contained on the old laptop, is still to be handed over and the laptop wiped.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer to speak to Andy Boys regarding this and arrange transfer within 7 days.
· Agenda item 536/17.  Clerk to report on Data Protection training at the next meeting.
· Agenda item 537/17.  Cllr B Hughes suggested that she could find out more about the funding available for the WWI Commemoration from SMDC.  Cllr Jean Fryer stated that the Parish Council needs to start planning sooner rather than later.  Cllr K Griffiths requested that someone take the lead in order to move it forwards.  Following a short discussion, Cllr B Hughes agreed to discuss with Cllr J Morrison.
· Agenda item 537/17.  Cllr K Griffiths has been unable to obtain crime number for damage to the park equipment, as this has not been reported to him by the Lengthsman.
· Agenda item 537/17.  Clerk and Cllr A Shipley to arrange meeting to move forwards with plans for Council website.
· Agenda item 538/17.  A discussion was held regarding the Local Plan.  Cllr T McNicol reread the email received from Dai Larner at SMDC and this was discussed further.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that if the Parish Council had the full facts previously, they may have decided differently on the proposed sites contained within the Local Plan.  It was agreed that Cllr K Griffiths would respond to the email from Dai Larner.


ACTIONS
· Cllr K Griffiths to respond to email from Dai Larner (SMDC).
· Actions for Cllr R Ward to be reviewed at next meeting.
· Clerk to send out additional dates for meeting to agree Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
· Clerk to contact insurance company to include Howard Whitehurst as occasional Lengthsman.
· Clerk to include talk by PCSO Stephen Sherratt on agenda for next meeting.
· Cllr K Griffiths to explore possibility of consultation on BMX track.
· Clerk to look into need for Tree Condition and Topographical Survey and devise EOI.
· Cllr Jeremy Fryer to contact Andy Boys and arrange for transfer of Parish Council data within 7 days.
· Clerk to report on Data Protection training at the next meeting.
· Cllr B Hughes to speak with Cllr J Morrison about her taking the lead on the WWI Commemoration for the Parish Council, and explore potential funding with SMDC.
· Lengthsman to provide Cllr K Griffiths with details of damage to park equipment.
· Clerk and Cllr A Shipley to meet regarding moving forward with the Parish Council website.
· Cllr K Griffiths to respond to email from Dai Larner of SMDC regarding the ‘Fradley site’ and the Local Plan.

Cllr Jean Fryer left the meeting at 9.05pm due to ill health and was accompanied by Cllr Jeremy Fryer.
548/17 CLERK’S REPORTS
No report was presented by the Clerk.

549/17 CORRESPONDENCE
a) Best Kept Village.  The Clerk reported that an email had been received regarding the opportunity to take place in the Best Kept Village competition.  Following discussion, it was decided not to take part this year, but to consider taking part next year.
b) Funding Streams.  The Clerk reported that an email had been forwarded by Cllr J Morrison regarding a funding fair to be held at Leek.  Details were provided.
c) Werrington Funday.  The Clerk reported that an email had been received (after the agenda had been sent out) requesting permission for the Werrington Young Person’s Support Group Family Funday to take place on Meigh Road playing fields.  The scheduled date for the event is Saturday 7th July 2018.  It was agreed that approval be given on the same basis as in previous years.
d) Werrington Community Volunteers Annual Report.  The Clerk reported that in addition to the email regarding the Funday, David Shaw had enquired if all Councillors had received a copy of the Werrington Community Volunteers Annual Report.  A copy has been emailed to the Clerk and can be forwarded to any member that would like one.  Cllrs K Griffiths, A Shipley, J Hodgetts and T McNicol requested a copy.
e) Village Hall Car Park.  The Clerk reported that an email had been received (after the agenda had been sent out) regarding the Village Hall car park and the need for urgent repairs.  It was requested that the Parish Council consider supporting the campaign to raise money for this, currently estimated at £25,000.  Following discussion, it was agreed to put this item on the agenda for the next meeting.
f) Charity Football match.  Cllr H Rylands provided details of a forthcoming charity football match to raise money for Sepsis Awareness.  The match is due to take place on 25th February 2018 at the Malthouse Sports Facility.  Cllr H Rylands requested that the usual charge for use of the pitch is waivered in this instance.  A brief discussion was held and it was felt that this was a cause that was particularly important given recent local events.  The Chair proposed that the pitch fee be waivered in this instance and it was approved unanimously.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to confirm approval of the Werrington Funday, on the same basis as previous years.
· Clerk to forward copy of the WCV Annual Report to relevant Councillors.
· Clerk to include Village Hall Car Park on the agenda for the next meeting.
· The pitch fee is waivered for the forthcoming charity football match on 25th February 2018.

Cllr Jeremy Fryer returned to the meeting at 9.25pm

550/17 COUNCILLOR’S ITEMS / AGENDA ITEMS / PREVIOUS MEETING
a) Footpaths.
Cllr K Griffiths reported that he has received complaints regarding footpaths and will be reporting them to the relevant authority.
b) Antisocial Behaviour.
Cllr K Griffiths reported that Werrington has the highest rate increase of antisocial behaviour in the Moorlands.  Further investigation has shown that this is in fact just 1 person.
Cllr K Griffiths raised the issue of a suspicious white van that has been reported in the area.  It is thought to be a Mercedes van with a partial registration number KP13.  Police have asked if anyone knows the full registration number that this is reported to them.
Cllr K Griffiths reported that scammers are operating in the area, pretending to deliver flowers.
c) Parish Council Website
A brief update was provided.
d) Councillor Vacancy
Cllr B Hughes provided an update from SMDC.  It was reiterated that 10 signatures had been received by SMDC but over 2 weeks late, and as such the Parish Council are free to Co-opt.  It was agreed that an advert should now go out inviting interested parties to apply.
ACTIONS
· Cllr K Griffiths to report complaints regarding footpaths to the relevant authority.
· Parish Council to proceed with Co-opting new Councillor.  Advert to be placed.

551/17 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
SMDC
Cllr B Hughes provided an update regarding SMDC.
PARISH ASSEMBLY
Nothing additional to report.
PLAYING FIELDS
Nothing additional to report.
ALLOTMENTS
Cllr T McNicol confirmed that all 12 allotments were still full.
VILLAGE HALL
As previously discussed under item 549/17, the Village Hall is currently raising money for repairs to the car park and Honesty Boxes have been put in place to help with fundraising.
MALTHOUSE SPORTS FACILITY
Cllr H Rylands reported that Goldenhill Ladies FC have now signed up to use the facilities.  It was noted that an up to date hygiene certificate is required for the kitchen.
ADDITIONAL MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
Cllr T McNicol reported that there were currently a large number of potholes on local roads and that it can take up to 60 days for them to be repaired.
ACTIONS
· Cllr H Rylands to look into need for up to date hygiene certificate for the kitchen at Malthouse.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is Monday 12th March 2018 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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