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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2018

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	



[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs K Griffiths (Chair), T McNicol (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs A Shipley, L Martin (left at 20:47), J Hodgetts, B Hughes, J McNicol, J Morrison, N Meakin, G Lowndes
Zoë Grindey (Clerk)
9 members of the public were present
APOLOGIES:
Cllrs D Jones, H Rylands, Jean Fryer, Jeremy Fryer
The Chair opened the meeting at 19:30

076/18 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A resident raised the issue of a BMX track being installed in the copse at Meigh Road playing fields.  A discussion was held on the matter, with the majority of those in attendance being in favour of a BMX track.  The Chair explained that a proper consultation exercise needed to be carried out prior to any work being done.  The Chair stated that he was meeting with someone from Staffordshire Council of Voluntary Youth Services (SCVYS) to arrange for them to go into local schools and speak to young people about what it was they wanted.
A resident stated that they had presented Cllr H Rylands with a portfolio of plans and quotes for a BMX track 12 months previously.  The Clerk to check the minutes of meetings from around 12 months ago and see what had been brought to the meeting and the outcome.
It was agreed to include the BMX track, or alternative proposal, as an agenda item at the next meeting.
The Chair committed that the money put aside for something at Meigh Road park, for the use of young people, would be used by the end of his term as Chair (May 19).
STANDING ORDERS WERE SUSPENDED TO ALLOW CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Cllr N Meakin left the room 20:10

The Chair provided an update on the issues raised during the Public Question Time at the last meeting.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to review the minutes of meetings from 12 months ago regarding a BMX track.
· Include BMX track, or alternative, as an agenda item at the next meeting.
· Chair to meet with SCVYS to move forward with consultation.
· Chair committed to putting something in place for young people at Meigh Road playing fields by the end of his term as Chair.

077/18 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
An update was provided by Cllr R Ward and a copy circulated to members (attached).  
Cllr N Meakin returned 20:23
Cllr L Martin raised her objections to the potential cutting of funding for the School Crossing Patrols.  This was supported by Cllrs G Lowndes and N Meakin.
Cllr N Meakin proposed that the Parish Council formally object to the cutting of School Crossing Patrols by Staffordshire County Council.  This was seconded by Cllr J Morrison and approved unanimously.
Cllr R Ward stated that the Parish Council could fund the School Crossing Patrol in Werrington.  The Clerk queried what legal power the Parish Council have to fund School Crossing Patrols. Cllr R Ward stated that he would enquire and report back.  Cllr N Meakin stated that there were other ways of finding the money from Staffordshire County Council or Staffordshire Moorlands District Council budgets.  Cllr R Ward left the meeting.
ACTIONS 
· Parish Council to formally object to the cutting of School Crossing Patrols.
· Cllr R Ward to clarify what legal power the Parish Council have to fund School Crossing Patrols.

078/18 APOLOGIES
As stated above.

079/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Cllr N Meakin declared that he had attended a meeting with Mr Fradley.  It was agreed that this should not form part of any agenda item.

080/18 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
None.

081/18 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING (NON-EXEMPT)
Page 2 and 3, agenda item 069/18 should be amended to show that Cllr H Rylands declined Cllr N Meakin’s offer to drop the PC noticeboard at his house as he was unavailable.
The minutes were approved by majority, subject to the above amendments.
The Chair reminded all Councillors of the need to attend all meetings and stay until the end.
Cllr L Martin left the meeting 20:47

082/18 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
· Agenda item 064/18.  Cllr B Hughes stated that SMDC are looking into the matter of the CCTV in Draw Well Lane.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Cllr B Hughes stated that the Slow Down Sign is ongoing.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Cllr H Rylands to amend the sign at Meigh Road car park to replace Andy Boys with Zoë Grindey.
· Agenda item 069/18.  The Clerk provided an update on the Dog Control Orders.  There is already one in place for Meigh Road playing fields, enforced by SMDC.  Clerk to speak to SMDC to request that Malthouse is included in the order.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Clerk to purchase agreed Dictaphone for use at future meetings.  This was carried forward.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Chair provided update on lighting.  They all seem to be used.  There is just one more to investigate.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Councillors were reminded to submit biography and picture to Clerk for inclusion on the website.  There are still some outstanding.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Cllr R Ward to look into the need for a licence for the planters at the crossroads.  Carried forward.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Parish Council to match fund monies from Cllr R Ward for the installation of bollards on the corner of Johnstone Avenue.  Clerk to email Cllr R Ward for details of how to proceed.  
· Agenda item 069/18.  Cllr H Rylands has now purchased a keycode padlock for the car park at Meigh Road.  The issue of the lock on the gate to the playing fields was raised and it was agreed that Cllr H Rylands should purchase a second keycode padlock for this gate.  Code to be provided to Clerk, Police and Fire Service.
· Agenda item 069/18.  Cllr H Rylands to arrange for annual water inspection.
· Agenda item 070/18(b).  Cllr G Lowndes proposed that a budget be included to cover the costs of a School Crossing Patrol, should this become necessary.
ACTIONS
· Cllr B Hughes to keep PC updated regarding the CCTV on Draw Well Lane.
· Cllr B Hughes to keep PC updated on the progress of the Slow Down Sign.
· Cllr H Rylands to arrange for sign at Meigh Road car park to be amended to show Zoë Grindey as Clerk rather than Andy Boys.
· Clerk to speak to SMDC regarding adding Malthouse to Dog Control Order.
· Clerk to purchase agreed Dictaphone for use at future meetings.
· Chair to assess remaining street light and recommend whether or not light reported by Eon should be replaced.
· Councillors to submit biography and picture to Clerk for inclusion on the website.
· Cllr R Ward to look into the need for a licence for the planters at the crossroads.
· Clerk to email Cllr R Ward regarding how to proceed with the match funding of bollards for the corner of Johnstone Avenue.
· Cllr H Rylands to purchase new keycode lock for gate to playing fields at Meigh Road.  Code to be provided to Clerk, Police and Fire Service.
· Cllr H Rylands to arrange for annual water inspection at Malthouse.
· Budget to cover costs of School Crossing Patrol to be considered for inclusion in Precept setting for 2019/20.

083/18 CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk’s report had been circulated by email.
a. Meeting with Clerk of Forsbrook and Fulford Parish Councils – Clerk provided an update.
b. Scribe Accounting Software – The Clerk provided an update.  Need to ensure that the Chair has access to the software and Cloud storage in case of emergency.
c. CiLCA Course – The Clerk provided an update.  A request was made to approve an additional 5 hours per week for the Clerk whilst she undertakes this course.  Cllr N Meakin stated that there needs to be a sliding scale for payback should the Clerk leave within 2 years of completing the course.  It was confirmed that this would be the case.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the additional 5hrs per week are approved whilst the Clerk completes her CiLCA course.  This was seconded by Cllr N Meakin and approved unanimously.
ACTIONS
· Chair be given log-in details for the Scribe software and Cloud storage in case of emergency.
· Clerk’s contract/Training approval to contain details of sliding scale for payback of costs should the Clerk leave within 2 years of completing course.
· Clerk’s hours to be increased to 25 per week to allow 5 hours of study time per week for completion of CiLCA portfolio.  Clerk’s hours to revert back to 20 per week on completion of course.

084/18 ACCOUNTS 
The Clerk presented the accounts for approval.  A discussion was held.  The Clerk requested that £10,000 be transferred from the Business Account to the Treasurer’s Account as funds were running low.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the accounts and transfer be approved.  This was seconded by Cllr B Hughes and approved with one abstaining.

086/18 POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The Code of Conduct had previously been circulated by email.  A vote was taken to adopt the policy and was approved unanimously.
The Clerk reminded all Councillors of the need to formally agree to abide by the Code of Conduct in writing to the Clerk within 2 months of the date it was adopted.  This must be done by 8th December 2018 at the latest.  Failure to do so may result in a casual vacancy arising, as per Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration (Tenth Edition):
‘6.17 In addition (to the Acceptance of Office), each councillor must undertake in writing to abide by the council’s code of conduct.  If he fails to do so within two months from the date on which the council adopts its code he ceases to be a member of the council (and a casual vacancy thereby arises).’

ACTIONS
· Parish Council to formally adopt the Code of Conduct as circulated.
· All Councillors to write to Clerk (email acceptable) to agree to abide by Code of Conduct, no later than 8th December 2018.

086/18 CORRESPONDENCE
a) External Audit Report – it was agreed to formally accept the findings of the report.

ACTIONS
· The Parish Council formally accept the findings of the External Audit Report.

087/18 COUNCILLOR’S ITEMS / AGENDA ITEMS / PREVIOUS MEETING
a) Footpaths.
No further update.
b) Antisocial Behaviour.
Cllr N Meakin provided statistics from the Police Crime website.  He queried some of the statistics given.  A discussion was held.
c) Parish Council Website and Social Media
No further update.
d) Funding Streams
The Chair is currently trying to arrange a meeting with David Stock at SMDC regarding S106 monies.
e) Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr J Morrison provided an update.
f) WWI Commemoration Event
In Cllr H Rylands’ absence, the Chair confirmed that work is progressing with this.
g) Order of Service
A vote was taken on which design to use for the cover of the Order of Service for the Remembrance Day Service.  It was agreed to use the second design, stating 1918-2018.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that the contribution for this would need to come from S137 monies.  A discussion was held.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that S137 monies are used to produce an Order of Service booklet, containing details of the 17 fallen of the Parish during WWI.  This was seconded by Cllr B Hughes and approved unanimously.
h) Lengthsman
Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllrs J Hodgetts, J Morrison, T McNicol and B Hughes would make up the panel for the Lengthsman interviews.  The Clerk would email round to coordinate a suitable date and time.
ACTIONS
· Chair to arrange meeting with David Stock at SMDC regarding S106 monies.
· Parish Council to arrange for production of an Order of Service booklet, containing details of the 17 fallen of the Parish in WWI, for use at the Remembrance Day service.
· Clerk to coordinate date and time for Lengthsman interviews.

088/18 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
SMDC
Cllr B Hughes provided an update.  Key areas discussed were the School Crossing Patrols and Dementia Research.
PARISH ASSEMBLY
No update.
PLAYING FIELDS
This was discussed previously.
ALLOTMENTS
Cllr T McNicol reported that the hedges needed to be trimmed.  Clerk to liaise with Cllr T McNicol to arrange.
VILLAGE HALL
No update.
MALTHOUSE SPORTS GROUND
No update.
RISK & ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
A copy of the minutes from the latest meeting to be circulated with these minutes.  It was noted that the Bowling Green pay a peppercorn rent of £10 per year.  This has not yet been received.  Cllr T McNicol to look into.  Cllr T McNicol to send copy of legal agreement with the Bowling Green to the Clerk.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to liaise with Cllr T McNicol regarding the trimming of hedges at the allotments.
· Cllr T McNicol to look into payment of annual rent by Bowling Green.
· Cllr T McNicol to send copy of legal agreement with Bowling Green to Clerk.


[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2018
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