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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 8TH JANUARY 2018

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	


PRESENT: 
Cllrs N Meakin (Chair), Jeremy Fryer (Vice Chair) (Arrived at 8pm)
Cllrs J Morrison, T McNicol, J McNicol, B Hughes (Left at 10pm), L Martin (Left at 9.30pm), A Shipley, K Griffiths, H Rylands
Cllr R Ward (County Councillor)
Zoë Grindey (Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
Cllrs Jean Fryer, D Jones, J Hodgetts
3 members of the public were present

528/17 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Questions addressed to all Councillors.
A resident explained that Werrington Bowling Club were in the process of applying for a Lottery grant to enable alterations to be made to their premises to allow for disabled access.  In order to complete their application, they require a copy of the agreement with the Parish Council, showing the rent and terms applicable to the Bowling Club premises.  It was stated that this had previously been requested approximately three months ago.
A discussion was held regarding the above matter and apologies given for the delay in providing the information requested.  It was felt that this was due to the fact that the previous Clerk had been unavailable and it was prior to the new Clerk starting.  Cllr T McNicol agreed to provide the Bowling Club with a copy of the agreement and the Parish Council wished them luck with their application.  It was also recommended that the Bowling Club advertise in the Village Life magazine to attract new members.
A resident raised a query regarding point 524/17 from the minutes of the last meeting.  This point was regarding the proposed Fradley site being in the Local Plan.  The resident enquired as to where this was detailed in the Local Plan.  Cllr N Meakin responded that this was reference WE034 of the Local Plan, a copy of which is available in the Library.
A resident enquired as to the date of the next Parish Council elections.  Cllr N Meakin responded that the next full elections of the Parish Council will be in May 2019.  It was explained that there is currently a vacancy for a Councillor.  Cllr L Martin informed the Council that 10 signatures have been received by SMDC in response to the Councillor vacancy.

ACTIONS   
· Cllr T McNicol to provide copy of rent and terms to Werrington Bowling Club
529/17 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
An update was provided by Cllr R Ward and notes are to be forwarded to the Clerk via email, for distribution to Councillors.  It was reported that over 31,000 potholes have been repaired throughout the County over the last 12 months, with the work still ongoing.
Cllr J McNicol stated that there had been flooding again in Hulme Lane.  As this is a regular occurrence, it was requested that larger flood warning signs are erected.  Cllr A Shipley enquired about the possibility of getting sandbags for use in the event of flooding in the area.  Cllr R Ward stated that he would ask the questions at the next Highways meeting on 30th January.
Cllr R Ward reported that a schedule is currently being prepared for the maintenance of gullies throughout the County.  The gullies will be rated 1, 2 or 3, and this will determine the frequency with which they are maintained.  Cllr K Griffiths stated that there is a grid that repeatedly gets blocked and that this could be the main cause of the flooding issue.  Cllr R Ward stated that the Parish Council could consider taking on responsibility for the unblocking of this grid.
Cllr R Ward reported that a meeting has been held with the NHS regarding the withholding of £9.6 million for the area.  This matter has now been resolved.
Cllr R Ward reported that SCC are applying to trial full Business Rate Retention for the area.  Further details to be made available once the outcome is known.  A review of Social Care is to be undertaken in the Summer.  SCC are currently looking at deficits of £12.5 million for 2018/19 and £35 million for 2019/20.
Cllr R Ward provided an update on the Community Fund.  Grants totalling £2,350 have been made to the Werrington area.  Healthy Staffordshire has reported that despite a 50% reduction in funding for sexual health, no major impact has been identified at present, although the longer-term implications are unknown.  The fight for Leek Hospital is still ongoing.
In response to the matters raised at the previous Parish Council meeting regarding bollards and A boards, Cllr R Ward confirmed that Highways are looking into putting up more bollards to address the parking issue.  Cllr R Ward will review the situation regarding A boards and signs in the area.
Cllr R Ward left the meeting.
ACTIONS
· Cllr R Ward to forward copy of notes to the Clerk for distribution amongst Councillors.
· Cllr R Ward to enquire about larger flood warning sign and/or sandbags at the next Highways meeting.
· Parish Council to consider taking on responsibility of unblocking grids that are identified as contributing to flooding.
· Cllr R Ward to review situation of A boards and signs in the area.

530/17 ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcements.

531/17 DECLARAIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest given.

532/17 ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL
Details of recent payments made and those requiring approval were provided by Andy Boys.  A question was raised regarding the line marking equipment for Malthouse and an explanation provided by Cllr H Rylands.  
Approval of the accounts was moved by the Chair and was carried with 9 in favour and 1 against.

533/17 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Accuracy
· Agenda item 524/17.  Cllr K Griffiths stated that the wording should be amended to show that a Business Plan had now been produced and that it was a copy of this that had been provided to David Shaw and Bill Day.

Cllr Jeremy Fryer arrived at the meeting at 8pm
534/17 MATTERS ARISING
· Agenda item 515/17.  The issues regarding bollards and A boards has been addressed by Cllr R Ward in item 529/17.
· Agenda item 517/17.  A discussion was held regarding apologies for meetings.  The Clerk clarified the rules for attendance at Council meetings and gave an update on the purchase of an up to date copy of Charles Arnold-Baker.  Membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) would enable the purchase of the book at a reduced fee.  Cllr J Morrison proposed that the Clerk joins SLCC, seconded by Cllr B Hughes, approved unanimously.
· Agenda item 517/17.  A discussion was held regarding Standing Orders.  It was felt that these now needed to be updated, along with the Financial Regulations.  Cllr J Morrison suggested a separate meeting is held to discuss and agree this.  Clerk to send out potential dates.
· Agenda item 520/17.  The Clerk provided details of what was stated in the Public Liability Insurance with regard to the gritting of paths.  The Clerk to speak to insurer regarding adding Howard Clewes onto the insurance.  A discussion was held regarding the issue of gritting paths.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that the Parish Council is there to serve the community.

STANDING ORDERS WERE SUSPENDED TO ALLOW COMMENT FROM A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC

· Mr Day stated that a grit machine and grit can be requested from the County Council, and that this offer had been made previously.  Cllr B Hughes responded that this had previously been refused due to lack of storage facilities in which to keep the machine and grit.  It was felt that this could now be stored at the Malthouse site.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that maintenance of any grit bins would need to be considered.
· Agenda item 521/17.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer reported that the borehole had now been carried out at Malthouse and the report should be available by the end of next week.  Cllr L Martin enquired as to the cost of this work.  Cllr K Griffiths responded that there was no cost to the Parish Council as it was being paid for by SMDC out of S106 monies.  Cllr L Martin enquired when the Parish Council are likely to be getting the S106 monies?  Cllr K Griffiths responded that it is currently being dripped down in small amounts.
· Agenda item 522/17.  Cllr B Hughes reported on her visit to Northfield House and how fantastic she had found the facilities there.
· Agenda item 522/17.  A formal invite is to be sent out to the PCSO to attend a forthcoming Parish Council meeting.
· Agenda item 524/17.  Clarification was given as to the email that was sent out.
· Agenda item 525/17.  A discussion was held regarding the advertising of the Councillor vacancy.  Cllr B Hughes stated that she was attending a meeting at SMDC and would seek some clarification on the matter.  Clerk to forward details of relevant contact at SMDC.
· Agenda item 525/17.  The matter regarding the gifting of the laptop to Andy Boys was moved to Exempt.
· Agenda item 526/17.  Cllr H Rylands provided an update on the BMX track.  He reported that there will be a cost to carry out further investigative work.  He reported that he was in the process of seeking potential funding and will provide an update at the next meeting.

Cllr J Morrison moved that the minutes of the last meeting be approved, seconded by Cllr Jeremy Fryer, carried with 9 in favour and 1 abstaining.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to purchase annual membership of SLCC and purchase copy of Charles Arnold-Baker.
· Clerk to organise Council meeting to review Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
· Clerk to contact insurance company to include Howard Clewes as occasional Lengthsman.
· Formal invitation to be sent out to PCSO to attend a future Parish Council meeting.
· Clerk to provide Cllr B Hughes with details of relevant contact at SMDC.
· Cllr H Rylands to provide update on BMX track at next meeting.

535/17 CLERK’S REPORTS
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk will meet with Andy Boys for him to handover any outstanding information regarding the Parish Council.  It was also agreed that the Clerk completes the forms to change over the authorised signatory on the bank accounts.  Both of these should be completed prior to the date of the next meeting.
Following discussion, it was agreed that a separate meeting should be set up to agree the precept requirement for 2018/19.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to arrange handover meeting with Andy Boys.
· Clerk to complete forms to change over the authorised signatory on bank accounts.
· Clerk to arrange special Council meeting to discuss precept requirements.

536/17 CORRESPONDENCE
· SPCA are running a training course, Preparing for the Annual Audit on Monday 15th January.  The Clerk stated that she wished to attend.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer also wished to attend.
· A discussion was held regarding the recent email circulated by the Clerk about the need for Parish Councils to have a Data Protection Officer.  It was agreed that Cllr A Shipley would take the lead on this matter.  The Clerk to look into possible training courses for Cllr A Shipley regarding the forthcoming changes to Data Protection.
· Correspondence received by Cllr K Griffiths from David Shaw was moved to exempt.
ACTIONS
· Clerk and Cllr Jeremy Fryer to attend Preparing for the Annual Audit training.
· Cllr A Shipley to lead on the issue of Data Protection for the Parish Council.
· Clerk to look into training courses available regarding the forthcoming changes to Data Protection.

537/17 COUNCILLOR’S ITEMS / AGENDA ITEMS / PREVIOUS MEETING
a) SMDC (email) notification of a guide for WWI commemoration.
Following discussion, it was agreed to request further information and guidance from SMDC.
b) Footpaths.
Cllr K Griffiths reported that there is funding available from SCC for innovative footpaths.  It was agreed that this was something that could be considered.
c) Antisocial Behaviour.
Cllr N Meakin reported that he had received a call from Arthur Knight regarding mud having been thrown at a property in Meigh Road.  It was felt that this particular property had been deliberately targeted.  Cllr N Meakin had investigated and the Police were now involved.  Cllr N Meakin suggested that the park could be closed at set times in the evenings, 7pm during the winter months and 9pm during the summer.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer added that as this was an isolated incident the situation should be monitored and that members of the Parish Council could reinstate their Friday night walks around the area, supported by the local PCSO.
A further report had been made by Arthur Knight that damage had been caused to the foam matting.  Cllr K Griffiths requested that this information be passed on to him and shared with the Police.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer enquired as to whether or not the Parish Council was insured for such damage?  Cllr K Griffiths stated that he would report it to the Police and obtain a crime number so that the Clerk could make a claim on the insurance.
Cllr K Griffiths suggested that Cllr Jean Fryer speaks to the school regarding the setting up of a Young Person’s Parish Council.
d) Parish Council Website
A brief discussion was held regarding the need for a Parish Council Website.  Cllr J Morrison reported that VAST will facilitate a website and provided the Clerk with contact details for further investigation.  Cllr A Shipley agreed to take the lead on the setting up of a website in conjunction with the Clerk.  It was agreed that a separate meeting was needed to discuss this matter.  Cllr T McNicol suggested that a meeting is held to discuss the precept and website together.  This was agreed.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to seek further information and guidance regarding the WWI commemoration from SMDC.
· Cllr K Griffiths to report damage to the Police, obtain crime number and forward to the Clerk.
· Clerk to claim for damage from the insurance.
· Clerk to include website on the agenda for special meeting to agree precept.

538/17 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
SMDC
Cllr B Hughes reported that there had been a discussion on the topic of antisocial behaviour.  Cllr T McNicol reported that there had been no changes made to the Local Plan.  Cllr B Hughes queried why the new site hadn’t been included.  Cllr L Martin responded that it was because it wasn’t within the boundaries of the Local Plan.  Cllr N Meakin stated that it is included in the Local Plan, reference WE034.  Cllr K Griffiths suggested that Cllr B Hughes checks this at her next meeting at SMDC.
PLAYING FIELDS
The playing fields were discussed in agenda item 537/17 c) Antisocial behaviour.
ALLOTMENTS
Cllr T McNicol reported that all 12 allotments have now been taken.
VILLAGE HALL
The Christmas decorations are still to be taken down.  The Village Hall is currently raising money for repairs to the car park.
MALTHOUSE SPORTS FACILITY
Cllr H Rylands reported that he is currently awaiting the report from the bore hole.  Following enquires from Moorside school, they are looking into the possibility of a junior pitch.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer reported that the ground report is needed before SMDC will release any of the S106 monies.  Cllr L Martin enquired as to how many teams have signed up to use the facilities.  Cllr H Rylands replied that 2 teams are currently signed up and have paid their fees, Eastwood and the Windmill.  Cllr Jeremy Fryer stated that it was currently restricted to 2 teams due to the ground conditions.
ACTIONS
· Cllr B Hughes to confirm that the new site is included in the Local Plan.

THE CHAIR ANNOUNCED THAT THE SIGNING IN SHEET WAS TO BE DISTRIBUTED DURING THE EXEMPT ITEMS.  MEETING SUSPENDED FOR SHORT COMFORT BREAK.
Cllr L Martin left the meeting at 9.30pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is Monday 12th February 2018 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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