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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 9TH APRIL 2018

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	


PRESENT: 
Cllrs N Meakin (Chair)
Cllrs H Rylands, K Griffiths, J Hodgetts, B Hughes, T McNicol, J McNicol, J Morrison, Jean Fryer
Zoë Grindey (Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
L Martin (accepted), D Jones (special dispensation), Jeremy Fryer (not accepted), A Shipley (not accepted)
Cllr R Ward
32 members of the public were present

The Chair opened the meeting at 19:32

006/18 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
The Chair welcomed the large number of members of the public to the meeting and explained the process.
The majority of residents had attended the meeting for the same reason, to oppose a planning application, and a spokesperson read out a prepared argument on behalf them all.  The residents requested that the Parish Council opposed the plans for a dog kennels in Eaves Lane (Planning ref: SMD/2018/0167).  The Chair explained that the Clerk had only received the relevant plans through the post that afternoon but had brought them along to the meeting for the Councillors to review.  A resident raised their concerns over where the waste would go and felt that it could end up contaminating the nearby fishing pools.
A discussion was held before Cllr J Morrison proposed that the Parish Council register their objections to the proposal, based upon environmental reasons, mainly waste contamination and noise pollution.  This was seconded by Cllr B Hughes and approved unanimously.
In addition, it was recommended that the residents each write individual letters to SMDC, objecting to the plans.
A resident queried what was happening on Draw Well Lane, as a CCTV camera is now in place with a sign about dog fouling.  However, there is evidence of fly tipping near Irvine Avenue and wondered if this had been caught on the camera.  The Parish Council are not aware of a CCTV having been installed but will look into it.  The Chair stated that he would ask the Lengthsman to investigate the fly tipping.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to register Parish Council’s objections to the planning application SMD/2018/0167.
· Clerk to contact SMDC to find out about CCTV camera on Draw Well Lane.
· Chair to ask Lengthsman to investigate fly tipping near Irvine Avenue.

The majority of the members of the public left the meeting at 19:55

007/18 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
As Cllr R Ward was not present, no County Councillor’s report was given.

008/18 APOLOGIES
The Chair read out the apologies for the meeting and a discussion was held as to whether or not they should be accepted.

009/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
No declarations of interest or dispensations were given.

010/18 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
It was felt that this was currently up to date but would be reviewed and confirmed at the Annual General Meeting in May.

011/18 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING (NON-EXEMPT)
· Agenda item 554/17.  Cllr J Morrison stated that it was in fact 5 Councillors, not 6 as stated, and asked that the wording be revised to ‘Cllr J Morrison replied that under the 6 months rule, it needs to be 5 Councillors who write to the Clerk, requesting that it is put back on the agenda, but it cannot be brought back for 6 months.’
· Agenda item 555/17.  Should say Winterfield Lane, not Winterfarm Lane.
· Agenda item 557/17.  Should say Declarations not Declaraions.
· Agenda item 562/17.  ‘That’ is included twice.
Minutes of the last meeting were approved with 8 in favour and 1 abstaining

012/18 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
· Agenda item 560/17.  Confirmation to be sought that the laptop gifted to Andy Boys has now been wiped.  Cllr K Griffiths reported that Cllr Jeremy Fryer was leading on this, but as he was not at the meeting an update could not be provided.
· Agenda item 560/17.  The Clerk circulated information from SPCA regarding the Data Protection Officer Service offered by Staffordshire County Council.  Cllr J Morrison proposed that approval is given to undertake the initial GAP Analysis at a cost of £140.  This was seconded by Cllr H Rylands and approved unanimously.  
· Agenda item 560/17.  Cllr H Rylands to review hygiene certificate for Malthouse.  This is ongoing.
· Agenda item 565/17.  Cllr T McNicol reported that he was still trying to identify the contact details for allotment 7.

ACTIONS
· Cllr J Fryer to confirm that laptop gifted to Andy Boys has been wiped.
· Clerk to confirm undertaking of GAP Analysis by Staffordshire County Council once details have been provided by SPCA.
· Cllr H Rylands to provide update on hygiene certificate for Malthouse.
· Cllr T McNicol to continue to try to identify contact details for allotment 7.

013/18 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk reported that the SLCC were trying to organise a locally run CiLCA (Certificate in Local Council Administration) and had emailed to enquire if she would be interested.  The cost is £250 for the 4 day course and £250 to register with CiLCA.  The Clerk indicated that she would be interested but would need to do the online ILCA (Introduction to Local Council Administration) course first.  The cost of this course is £99.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the Clerk be allowed to undertake this training.  This was seconded by Cllr H Rylands and approved unanimously.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to undertake ILCA training and inform SLCC of her interest in attending a local CiLCA course.

014/18 ACCOUNTS
A copy of the accounts was circulated for approval.  Cllr Jean Fryer explained that she had received requests for flowers for people living in Cheddleton and wanted to seek clarification on what to say.  It was agreed that Cheddleton Parish Council provided their own flowers for people celebrating their 90th and 100th birthdays and so people should be told to contact them.
Cllr J Morrison moved that that accounts be approved.  Seconded by Cllr K Griffiths.  Approved unanimously.

015/18 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL (AGM) AND ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
A discussion was held and the difference between the 2 meetings was explained.  It was agreed that they would both take place on Monday 14th May, prior to the normal meeting.  The Annual Parish meeting would start at 7pm with the AGM following on at 7.30pm.  The Annual Parish meeting should be advertised around the village as soon as possible.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to draft notice of the forthcoming Annual Parish meeting and forward to Cllrs Jean Fryer and J Morrison for distribution around the village.

016/18 CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence regarding the Village Hall Car Park was moved to Exempt due to it containing sensitive financial information.
The Chair read out a Thank You card that had been received from one of the residents who had received some flowers from the Parish Council.

017/18 COUNCILLOR’S ITEMS / AGENDA ITEMS / PREVIOUS MEETING
a) Footpaths.
No further update.  Lengthsman to look into issues on Draw Well Lane.
b) Antisocial Behaviour.
Cllr K Griffiths provided an update.  There have been reports of a young lad on a motorbike and the Police are still looking for a suspicious white van seen in the area.  Cllr Jean Fryer reported an issue at the Post Office.
c) Parish Council Website and Social Media
The Clerk provided an update on the website which had now gone live.  The address is werringtonparishcouncil.com.  The website is still in the basic stage and the Clerk will be meeting with Cllr A Shipley to progress it.  The Clerk requested that Councillors put forward their ideas and photographs.  It was suggested that residents be invited to submit photographs of the local area to be used on the website as this would help to engage with them and generate interest in the website.  It was agreed that Cllr Jean Fryer should lead on identifying suitable photographs for use on the site.
The Clerk informed the meeting that there was now a Facebook account in the name of Werrington Parish Council.  This was not meant to replace the current Facebook page, but was to enable the Clerk to post information in the name of the Parish Council, rather than using her own personal account.  There is also a Twitter account in the name of Werrington Parish Council which is @WerringtonPari1.
 The Chair called a short break at 20:51.  The meeting resumed at 20.59
d) Funding Streams
Cllr H Rylands provided details of funding available from Staffordshire Police for CCTV.  It was felt that this could be used at the Malthouse.  The Clerk provided details of a competition to win match funding for park equipment.  It was felt that this could be used to help to towards the purchase of a Trim Trail at Meigh Road and should be entered.
e) WWI Commemoration Event
Cllr J Morrison presented her idea for the event.  Cllr H Rylands showed an example wooden poppy, complete with name plaque, which would be displayed on lampposts along Ash Bank Road.  Costings for the project were circulated.  A discussion was held regarding the proposal.  The Parish Council would need to apply for planning permission to put the poppies on lampposts.  Cllr J Morrison stated that she was planning to approach the Primary School with regard to asking the young people to paint the poppies.
f) Cemetery and Noticeboard
Cllr T McNicol enquired as to whether the Parish Council noticeboard was now repaired and when it would be reinstated.  The Chair replied that it was now repaired and that he would try to get it put up the following Saturday.
Cllr T McNicol stated that he had received a query from a resident regarding why Werrington does not have its own cemetery.  Cllr J Morrison replied that this had been investigated previously but she thought that it was found that the water table was too high on the land that was available.  Cllr T McNicol explained that he had looked into providing a burial ground about 20 years ago because all the surrounding Parishes have a church and a burial ground.  Werrington has 2 churches and no burial ground.  The Parish Council put £10,000 into a burial fund.  Cllr T McNicol located 5 sites suitable for a burial ground.  He had the land tested, 2 weren’t suitable.  He contacted the owners of the other sites but none of them were prepared to sell.  He suggested to the Parish Council that they go to compulsory purchase, but some of them were against that so nothing was done.  The £10,000 was put back into the main account.  Cllr K Griffiths enquired as to whether this matter could be revisited.  Cllr Jean Fryer stated that she felt this would be futile as there is no suitable land available at present, and the Parish Council does not have the funds to purchase any land even if it was available.  This was agreed.
g) Winterfield Lane
Cllr B Hughes gave a report she had received from a resident regarding the traffic on Winterfield Lane and requesting a weight restriction.  The matter was discussed and the issue of the horse crematorium at a nearby farm was raised.  Cllr B Hughes agreed to investigate whether or not planning permission had been granted for this.  It was felt that a traffic survey would be needed to support any application for a weight restriction and the cost of this should be investigated.
ACTIONS
· Clerk to enter competition to win match funding for Trim Trail equipment.
· Clerk to look into planning permission to erect poppies on lampposts.
· Cllr J Morrison to contact Primary School with regard to young people painting poppies.
· Chair to arrange for Parish Council noticeboard to be put up.
· Cllr B Hughes to investigate whether or not planning permission had been given for the horse crematorium.
· Clerk to find out cost of traffic survey on Winterfield Lane.

018/18 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
SMDC
Cllr B Hughes provided an update.
PARISH ASSEMBLY
No update to report.
PLAYING FIELDS
No update to report.
ALLOTMENTS
Cllr T McNicol reported that he was still trying to find out the contact details for one allotment.  The Clerk confirmed that all other allotment holders had been sent invoices and new tenancy agreements.
VILLAGE HALL
There is currently a problem with the drains which are having to be replaced.
MALTHOUSE SPORTS FACILITY
Cllr H Rylands provided an update.  Werrington Wasps Football Club has now been established and the new logo was shown.  Cllr K Griffiths gave an update on the drainage and the need to clear out the septic tank from the car park.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is Monday 14th May 2018 in the Village Hall.  This will follow the Annual Meeting of the Council (AGM), due to start at 7.30pm.  The Annual Parish Meeting will also be held on this date and is due to start at 7pm.
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MEETING CLOSED AT 22:25
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