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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2019

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT: 
Cllrs A Shipley (Chair), B Hughes (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs H Rylands, K Griffiths, T McNicol, D Baker, T Shipley, D Brindley
County Councillor R Ward
Zoë Grindey (Clerk)

12 members of the public were present
PCSO Stephen Sherratt was present

APOLOGIES:
Cllr S Hill
The Chair opened Public Question Time at 19:30

045/19 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – A update on the potential new facilities at Meigh Road was requested.  A quote for a pump track was handed in by a member of the public.
A – The Chair explained that she and other Councillors had met with an equipment provider at Meigh Road for initial discussions.  Further information had been requested from the company.  The Chair stated that the Parish Council wish to engage young people in the design process and are looking at the possibility of setting up a working group to drive this forward.
Q – A resident asked about the changes to the bus timetable, as routes 16 and 32 will now only be hourly.  This will cause problems for many people in the village.
A – County Councillor R Ward agreed to look into this for the next meeting.
Q – A resident asked about what is happening on Winterfield Lane and the proposed gypsy site.
A – The gypsy site was taken off the agenda a long time ago and will not be happening.  The portacabins are for use by workmen, working at one of the properties.
PCSO Stephen Sherratt provided an update on antisocial behaviour.  The Police have an online chat taking place on Wednesday 11th September.  The Clerk offered to put the details on the Council website.
A discussion was held regarding the bowling green.  Following a recent meeting between the Council and the Bowling Club Committee, committee members were concerned that the Council was intending to close them down.  The Chair and other Councillors reassured them that this was not the case, and were confused as to how this idea had come about as it was not mentioned at the meeting.  
Cllr H Rylands proposed that Standing Orders be suspended by 10 minutes to allow for Public Question Time to conclude.  This was seconded by Cllr K Griffiths and resolved.
The Chair explained that the Parish Council are looking to support the bowling club in moving forward and increasing their membership from within the Werrington area.  It was agreed that a further meeting would be set up in October.  Cllr R Ward requested that he be included in this.
All members of the public and PCSO Stephen Sherratt left the meeting.
20.14 - The Chair suspended the meeting temporarily as Cllr R Ward had left the room.  

046/19 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward introduced himself to the new Councillors and provided an update.  A copy of his report will be emailed to the Clerk for circulation.  Key points were as follows:
· North Staffordshire CCG has been rated as inadequate.
· Applications for the People Helping People fund need to be in by December.  They are looking to support newly formed groups and match funding must be secured.
· Patch repair work to Meigh Road has been quoted at around £70,000!  Cllr R Ward has requested more detail to support this quote.
· Cllr R Ward has agreed to progress the application to gate the footpath on Meigh Road, as requested by the Police.
Cllr R Ward left at 20.40
The Chair requested a minute’s silence in memory of former Councillor Jean Hodgetts, who sadly passed away at the end of June.  This was observed.

047/19 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr S Hill.

048/19 ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair welcomed the new members of the Council and reminded them that they must have signed the Code of Conduct and completed their Register of Interests and returned it to SMDC.

049/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Cllr H Rylands declared an interest in the sports ground.

050/19 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
This item was covered under 048/19.

051/19 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS (NON-EXEMPT)
a) Parish Council meeting held 10th June 2019
b) Parish Council meeting held 4th August 2019
Cllr H Rylands proposed that the minutes from 10th July were approved.  This was seconded by Cllr A Shipley and resolved.
The Chair proposed that the minutes from 4th August were approved.  This was resolved.

052/19 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS (NON-EXEMPT)
Actions and updates are reported on the attached Action Plan.
The Parish Council formally thanked the WASPS for the work they have carried out at the sports ground.

053/19 CLERK’S REPORT/LENGTHSMAN’S REPORT
The Clerk’s report was read out.  Cllrs K Griffiths and B Hughes agreed to interview the current candidate for co-option.
The Lengthsman’s report was read out.  A discussion was held over locking the car park to Meigh Road overnight.  Cllr K Griffiths agreed to visit the resident on Meigh Road who has been putting the chain across.  Cllr H Rylands to arrange for the current lock at the bottom entrance to Meigh Road to be removed and a new keycode lock to be fitted.  Clerk to request that the grounds maintenance company remove the weeds from the bottom entrance.

054/19 ACCOUNTS 
The Clerk presented the previously circulated accounts and payment schedule for approval.  
The accounts and payment schedule were approved and signed by the Chair.

055/19 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
The following, previously circulated policies and procedures were reviewed.
a) Social Media Policy
b) Complaints Procedure
c) Data Protection Policy
d) Safeguarding Policy
A discussion was held.
It was agreed to adopt all of the above policies and procedures.
The Clerk to write to former Councillor regarding removing or changing the name of the Werrington Parish Council Facebook page as neither the Clerk or any current Councillors have admin rights to the page.

056/19 COMMITTEES AND GROUPS
Following discussion, the make up of the committees and groups will be:
a) Planning Committee – all Councillors with minimum of 5 to be quorate.  The Chair of Planning Committee to review all emailed applications and call a meeting if required.  Clerk to bring all applications in date to full Council meetings in case of any questions by the public.
b) Risk & Asset Management Committee – Cllrs K Griffiths, A Shipley, D Brindley
c) Disciplinary Panel – Cllrs A Shipley, K Griffiths, T Shipley
d) Grants Panel – Cllrs B Hughes, T McNicol and J McNicol (member of the public)
e) Sports Ground Working Group – Cllrs K Griffiths, A Shipley, H Rylands, D Brindley, T Shipley plus Jeremy Fryer and Pete Tyson (members of the public)
f) Parish Assembly – Cllrs B Hughes, D Baker
g) Village Hall Committee – Cllrs T McNicol, D Baker
h) Contact Councillor for Lengthsman – it was agreed that this was no longer needed as the liaison should be with the Clerk

057/19 PLAY EQUIPMENT AT MEIGH ROAD
a) Quote for repairs – This was discussed.  Clerk to seek alternative quotes.  Lengthsman to carry out some of the work.
b) Annual inspection - It was agreed to delay the annual inspection until after the repairs have been carried out.
c) RoSPA training – It was agreed that the Lengthsman can attend the RoSPA training in routine checks.  A training agreement to be signed.  Cllr H Rylands expressed an interest in attending the course and would inform the Clerk if he was available.  This was agreed.

058/19 CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk informed the Council that a memorial service to former Councillor Jean Hodgetts would be held at 7.30pm on 1st November at St Phillips church.
Cllr K Griffiths proposed that the unused area of the allotments is planted with wildflowers and dedicated to Jean Hodgetts.  This was seconded by Cllr H Rylands and resolved.
 The Chair agreed to speak to Jean Hodgett’s husband before any work is started.

059/19 COUNCILLOR’S ITEMS / FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
a) Footpaths – Cllr K Griffiths to email an update.
b) Antisocial Behaviour – Cllr K Griffiths to email an update.
c) Parish Council Website – the Clerk provided an update.  Improvements are currently being made to the website.
d) Funding Streams – Cllr K Griffiths will be speaking to Cllr R Ward regarding the S106 money.
e) Neighbourhood Plan – it was agreed to set up a working group.  Cllrs K Griffiths and D Baker were appointed.  D Shaw to be invited as member of the public.
f) Meigh Road – Clerk to seek quotes for zipwire and pump track.  Chair to work with Clerk on this.
g) VE Day Celebration Event – A discussion was held.  It was agreed that Cllr H Rylands would lead on this.
h) Bowling Green – Cllr K Griffiths provided an update following the recent meeting with the Bowling Club Committee.  Minutes of the meeting to be circulated by the Chair.
i) Cycle Maintenance Course – Cllr H Rylands provided information regarding a bike maintenance course and requested the use of the Lengthsman’s shed.  A discussion was held.  Cllr K Griffiths to liaise with Probation Services regarding getting the shed safe and usable.  Lead resident to contact Clerk regarding possible grant to set it up.
j) Grass Cutting – A discussion was held.  Cllr K Griffiths to discuss with Probation Services the possibility of cutting the grass at the bottom of Caroline Close.  Cllr T McNicol highlighted that the grass inside the allotments was not included on the current grounds maintenance contract.  This was not mentioned at the time the contract was tendered and will now incur additional costs.  Clerk to speak to contractor.

060/19 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
SMDC – Cllr B Hughes provided an update.  Each Councillor has £500 as part of the Councillors Initiative Fund.  Cllr B Hughes highlighted the current issue around the time taken for an ambulance to arrive, even on a 999 call.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would write a letter of complaint to the Ambulance Service.  Cllr B Hughes agreed to draft this and forward to the Clerk.
Parish Assembly – No update
Playing Fields – Previously discussed
Allotments – No update
Village Hall – No update
Sports Ground – No update
Risk & Asset Management Committee – No update.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2019
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