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	MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD MONDAY 27TH JULY 2020

	VIA ZOOM

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs A Shipley (Chair), B Hughes (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs H Rylands, S Hill, D Brindley, J Morrison, D Normington, T McNicol, T Shipley, D Baker
Zoe Grindey (Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
Cllr K Griffiths, R Ward
There were no members of the public present
The Chair opened the meeting at 19:30

029/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Cllr B Hughes had been asked to raise the issue of excessive speed and the number of accidents on Winterfield Lane.  This should be brought to the attention of Highways.  Cllr B Hughes also reported that a number of verges had not been cut.  It was felt that this was probably due to Covid restrictions, but should be raised with Staffordshire County Council.  Cllr H Rylands reported that there had been numerous complaints about rats.  The Chair provided an update regarding the Christmas box outside the Co-operative shop.  The Chair of the Werrington Community Volunteers Group, who own the box, has raised it with SMDC.  Traps have been set and a new Christmas tree and box will be installed later in the year.

030/20 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
As County Councillor R Ward was not in attendance, no report was provided.

031/20 APOLOGIES
As above.

032/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Cllr H Rylands declared an interest in the sports ground.

033/20 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.

034/20 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held 8th June 2020 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  

035/20 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed.  Cllr J Morrison proposed that the Council purchase a new steel triple noticeboard at £1,750.  This was seconded by Cllr D Normington and resolved.  Cllr D Normington to progress the order.

036/20 EXTERNAL AUDIT
The following were completed/reviewed by the Council and approved.
a) Internal Audit Report
b) Annual Governance Statement
c) Accounting Statements
d) Variance Report
e) Exercise of Public Rights dates

037/20 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) June/July accounts
b) Next month’s payment schedule
c) Quarter 1 budget report – it was agreed to move funds from the Consultation budget to the Website & Social Media budget to cover the overspend, due to meeting accessibility requirements.

038/20 DEPUTY CLERK POSITION
a) The job description and person specification were reviewed and approved.
b) The deadline for applications was agreed as 19th August.
c) It was agreed that interviews would take place w/c 31st August.  The panel would be made up of the Clerk, Chair or Vice-Chair, and Cllr D Brindley.

039/20 SPORTS GROUND
a) Opening date and requirements – Cllr T Shipley provided an update from the working group.  They are recommending an opening date of 1st August.  The toilets are to be open, but not the changing rooms or kitchen.  A professional cleaning company has been sourced, with the initial deep clean being £50, and subsequent cleans between use being around £20 per time.  It was recommended that this charge is passed on to those hiring the ground.  A discussion was held and approval given to the working group’s recommendations.
b) Security – Cllr T Shipley provided an update from the working group.  They are in the process of obtaining 3 written quotes for the new gates and fencing.  A verbal quote has been given for circa £5,000.  The working group are also looking into the signage required for the new gates.  A discussion was held and concern was raised regarding the delay in getting the gates/fencing if this had to wait until the next meeting (September) for approval.

Cllr H Rylands proposed that the Clerk is given delegation of up to £5,000 to order the new gates and fencing.  Three quotes are to be reviewed by the working group and the best value quote passed to the Clerk to progress.  This was seconded by Cllr J Morrison and resolved.

A discussion was held regarding unauthorised use of the sports ground.  It was reported that a resident was using the ground on a regular basis, without approval.  It was agreed that the Chair should write to the resident concerned.

040/20 OPENING OF PLAYGROUND
It was agreed that the playground would be reopened from 1st August.  It was felt that any signs put up would quickly be pulled down again, and that something on the Council’s Facebook page, stating that cleaning would not be taking place, and that anybody wishing to use the playground should bring wipes and hand sanitiser would be more beneficial.

041/20 DELEGATION TO CLERK
A discussion was held regarding the current need for the Clerk to request approval for small items of office equipment/stationery.  Also, contracted works are still brought to Council for approval each month.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the Clerk be given a delegated limit of £100 to purchase office equipment/consumables.  Additionally, the Clerk be given delegation to pay invoices of contracted or previously approved work, provided that it is the agreed amount and the work has been satisfactorily carried out.  This was seconded by Cllr T Shipley and resolved.

042/20 PRELOADED DEBIT CARD
The Clerk requested that Council consider a preloaded debit card for larger purchases or to purchase online. Currently the Clerk pays for such purchases and claims them back as expenses, but this is not an option for larger purchases, such as the laptop/phone needed for the Deputy Clerk.  It was agreed that this was a sensible option.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the Council obtain a preloaded debit card, to be used by the Clerk for larger or online purchases.  This was seconded by Cllr D Baker and resolved.

043/20 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr B Hughes provided an update.  Cllr S Hill requested that a card is sent to the pharmacy assistant who is retiring, thanking her on behalf of the Council for many years’ service to the community.  It was agreed that a well-crafted card would be sent.  It was requested that a Planning Committee meeting be called to discuss an application that had been recently received.  The Clerk will arrange this for the following week.
Cllr H Rylands left the meeting at 20:50
The Chair requested that the meeting move to confidential.  This was agreed.

044/20 COUNCILLOR CONDUCT
The Chair and Clerk provided an update regarding Councillor conduct for information.  A discussion was held.

The meeting closed at 21:10

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER AT 19:30 VIA ZOOM
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