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PRESENT: 
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Brindley, T McNicol, D Normington (arrived at 19:00), S Amison (co-opted)
Zoe Grindey (Clerk)
County Councillor R Ward
APOLOGIES:
There were no apologies
There were 6 members of the public present
Cllr B Hughes as the acting Chair opened the meeting at 18:35

045/20 APPOINTMENTS
a) Cllr J Morrison proposed Cllr B Hughes as Chair.  This was seconded by Cllr D Brindley and resolved.
b) Cllr S Hill proposed Cllr J Morrison as Vice-Chair.  This was seconded by Cllr T McNicol and resolved.

046/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – a resident asked why so many Councillors had recently resigned.
A – the Chair responded that it was for a variety of reasons, some work related.
Q – a resident enquired about the Council’s finances and asked what reserves were held.
A – the Clerk responded that the Council currently held three months reserves.
Q – a resident asked about the current position regarding the sports ground.
A – the Clerk responded that it was an item on this agenda to discuss the future of the sports ground and to consider a business plan submitted by the WASPS, requesting tenure.

047/20 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward stated that he had forwarded a copy of his report for circulation with the minutes.  The Chair raised the issue of traffic on Withystakes.  Cllr R Ward agreed to look into this.  The issue of rats was reported.  Cllr R Ward stated that this was the responsibility of SMDC.  Cllr D Brindley raised the matter of the condition of pavements in the village.  Cllr R Ward stated that he was aware of this, and that residents should keep reporting this to Highways at Staffordshire County Council as it would increase the likelihood of it being done sooner.  He stated that residents could consider putting a petition together.  Cllr S Hill raised the issue of the speed limit on Leek Road, where the sports ground is.  Cllr R Ward stated that he has commissioned a report into this matter.

048/20 APOLOGIES
As above.

049/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest.

050/20 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.

051/20 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS
The Council had received three applications for co-option.  Each applicant was invited to give a short presentation about themselves.  Cllr J Morrison asked each candidate if they would be willing to undergo training.  All agreed.
A resolution to exclude the press and public to allow discussion of the applicants was passed.
Members of the press and public were asked to move to the virtual waiting room while discussion took place.  A discussion regarding the three applicants took place.
Members of the public returned to the meeting. 
A vote took place regarding the co-option of each applicant.
a) Sam Amison – co-opted
b) Howard Rylands – not co-opted
c) Nigel Meakin – not co-opted
Sam Amison signed a Declaration of Acceptance form in front of the camera, witnessed by the Clerk and Council.  He then joined the meeting as a Councillor.
There was a short break between 19:35 and 19:38.

052/20 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held 27th July 2020 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  

053/20 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed.  It was agreed to amend the traffic light system as it can make it difficult to read.

054/20 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) August accounts
b) Next month’s payment schedule
c) The Government 2.75% pay increase, backdated to 1st April was noted.

055/20 CLERK’S REPORT
a) The Clerk introduced Gemma Keiher-Knapper as the new Deputy Clerk.  She will officially start on Monday 28th September.
b) The Clerk reported that there had been complaints about the litter outside of Pizza & Grill.  It was agreed to inform SMDC Environmental Services.

056/20 SPORTS GROUND
A discussion was held regarding the business plan submitted by WASPS for tenure at the sports ground.  Standing orders were suspended to allow a WASPS committee member to speak.  It was agreed that the business plan needed more work, and the Clerk and new Deputy Clerk would assist in this where possible.  Standing orders resumed.

057/20 PARISH ONLINE
The Clerk explained the benefits of Parish Online after a three-month trial.  It was agreed to purchase an annual subscription.

058/20 POLICING
Cllr S Hill provided an update regarding unauthorised use of the sports ground.  A discussion was held regarding security.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to look at security and signage as a priority once she started.

059/20 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
The Chair reported that the Local Plan had been voted on at SMDC and had been approved.  Cllr D Brindley agreed to visit Elizabeth House Nursing Home regarding the overgrown laurel trees and report back to the Clerk.
The Deputy Clerk introduced herself and provided a short presentation about what she would like to achieve at the sports ground.

The meeting closed at 21:00

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 12TH OCTOBER AT 19:30 VIA ZOOM
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