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	MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2020

	VIA ZOOM

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT: 
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, T McNicol, D Normington,
Zoe Grindey (Clerk), Gemma Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk)
County Councillor R Ward (arrived 18:50)
APOLOGIES:
Cllr D Brindley
There was 1 member of the public present
The Chair opened the meeting at 18:37

095/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – a resident asked why the Parish Council are looking to change their logo.
A – the Clerk explained that this decision had not yet been made as it was on the agenda to discuss.  The current logo would be very difficult to digitise, and as the Clerk only has a copy of a copy, it does not look very professional on Council paperwork.  It was agreed to discuss this further under the appropriate agenda item.
Q – the Chair raised an issue on behalf of a resident.  The issue was how dark it is on Washerwall Lane, and the problems caused by a van parked on the corner of Cotehill Road, obscuring visibility.  
A - a discussion was held, and it was noted that there is also a car that parks opposite the junction of Cotehill Road, and a van that parks on the pavement on the corner of Uplands Avenue.  It was agreed that the Clerk would speak to SMDC regarding the options available to deal with parking issues.

096/20 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward provided an update.  He explained about the current Covid-19 levels in the area and how the tiers are assessed.  Cllr T McNicol questioned the positioning of the bollards on Johnston Avenue, as cars can still access the pavement to park.  Cllr R Ward responded that he has also queried this with Highways, and been told that due to restricted land ownership, this was the only place that they could be installed.  Cllr R Ward stated that he had met with Highways and walked around the area to assess the pavements etc.  It was agreed that repairs to the pavements would be increased in priority.  The issue of the water leak outside of the library was also raised.  Cllr R Ward agreed to raise this with Severn Trent Water.  Cllr R Ward stated that County Councillors had voted not to have a pay rise next year.  The Deputy Clerk enquired who she should speak to regarding siting signs along the highway by the sports ground.  Cllr R Ward agreed to look into this for her.
Cllr R Ward left the meeting at 19:15
097/20 APOLOGIES
As above.  

098/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest.

099/20 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interest

100/20 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held 9th November 2020 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  

101/20 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed and updated. Cllr D Normington provided an update on the noticeboard.  It is now complete and ready to install.  Cllr T McNicol raised the issue of the damaged height-restriction bar at Meigh Road car park.  It was agreed to get quotes for a new one.  The Deputy Clerk will ask Trentham Fencing if it is something they could quote for.

102/20 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) November’s accounts (circulated via email)
b) Next month’s payment schedule (circulated via email)

103/20 OFFICER REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report
An update was provided.  The ‘thank-you’ Christmas hampers will be delivered to the Street Volunteers tomorrow night.
b) Deputy Clerk’s Report

An update on the sports ground was provided.  It was agreed to get prices for a new fireproof filing cabinet.  The Chair agreed to email Howard Rylands to enquire if he has a key for the current cabinet.  Quotes for signage are being sought and will be brought to the next meeting.  It was agreed that the heating at the sports ground will be set to come on for one hour in the morning and one hour in the evening.  It was agreed to look into alternative sources of power, such as solar panels, and any grants available.  Quotes are also being sought for the fire door.  It was agreed to remove the TNV from the current water system, leaving the ones in the two toilets at the end of the building.  The deep clean has now been carried out and is to a good standard.

The following policies/procedures relating to the sports ground were agreed:
· Safeguarding policy
· Fire Assessment procedures

The Parish Council would like to give their thanks to members of the Windmill football team, who have donated their time and expertise to carry out work at the sports ground.  Thanks also go to Jason Thompson of Washington & Riley for the donation of new locks for the doors.

c) Lengthsman’s Report

A discussion was held regarding the Lengthsman’s hut.  It is in a poor condition and may require replacing.  This will be investigated further in the new year.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to check the situation regarding the drainage at the entrance to the hut.

104/20 CHRISTMAS CLOSE-DOWN
It was agreed that the Council ‘office’ would close on the 17th December and reopen on Monday 4th January 2021.  The Clerk and Deputy Clerk will monitor calls and emails for any urgent requests.

105/20 RISK ASSESSMENTS 
This was covered under the Deputy Clerk’s report.

106/20 PARISH COUNCIL LOGO
Due to the poor quality of the current logo, being a copy of a copy, and the difficulty in having it digitised, the Clerk suggested that the Council hold a competition with the local schools to design a new logo.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed that the windmill must be included in any new designs.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that a competition is held with the local schools to design a new Council logo.  This was seconded by Cllr D Normington and carried.
This will be put on the agenda for January to discuss further.

107/20 CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk informed the Council of a meeting on Thursday 17th December with Staffordshire County Council Communities and Culture, and Staffordshire Parish Council’s Association.

108/20 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
The Chair provided an update from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.

The meeting was moved to confidential and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.

109/20 REQUEST TO PURCHASE LAND
A discussion was held regarding the request by a resident to purchase a piece of land at Meigh Road playing fields.  It was agreed that the covenant placed upon the land at the time of gifting it to the Parish Council would restrict them from selling all or any part of the land.  Therefore, the request would have to be refused.

The meeting closed at 20:15

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 11TH JANUARY 2021 AT 18:30 VIA ZOOM
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