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	MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD MONDAY 11th JANUARY 2021

	VIA ZOOM

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, T McNicol, D Normington, D Brindley
Zoe Grindey (Clerk), Gemma Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
County Cllr R Ward
There was 1 member of the public present
The Chair opened the meeting at 18:35

110/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – a resident asked about the Werrington Power Fund, how much was left, is there a time limit and what are the limitations on it?
A – the Chair answered that there is £9,370 left unspent.  The Clerk went onto explain that there is no time limit but there are limitations on what it can be spent on as they have to be COVID related and the monies have to benefit residents of Werrington.
Q – a resident asked about the absence of the new Councillor.  
A - the Clerk answered that he had resigned.
Q – a resident enquired as to how the new fencing at the Sports Ground was being funded.  
A – the Clerk responded that it was mainly funded from the rebate on the business rates for the sports ground.
Q -a resident asked if anymore information was known about the sale of the land next to the prison.
A – the Chair responded that she did not know and that the sign is now missing. Cllr D Brindley added that the sign had been vandalised.
Q – a resident asked about the Co-op carpark with regards to the 1 hour parking restriction and who enforces it, as the spaces are being abused and are always full and not with shop customers.
A – the Clerk requested a picture of the sign to hopefully discover who erected the signs and therefore who should be enforcing the restriction.

111/20 APOLOGIES
As above.  

112/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Cllr J Morrison declared that she is a Governor at Moorside High School and Werrington Primary therefore would like to leave the meeting when their funding applications are considered (item 13).

113/20 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interest.

114/20 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held 14th December 2020 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  

115/20 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed but due to the absence of Cllr R Ward and COVID restrictions, nothing had progressed. A discussion was held with regards to complaints about the bollards installed, Cllr R Ward is aware.

116/20 ACCOUNTS 
Cllr J Morrison had the following questions:
Q – Insurance shows an overspend, why?
A – Clerk answered that it cost more than expected.
Q – Why is there no budget for election costs?
A – Clerk answered that it was decided in the budget meeting to have a 15% contingency in reserve  which could be used to cover an election if called.
Q – What are the ‘replacement parts’ shown on the payments made report?
A – Clerk answered that it is the money spent on the parts and equipment required for the repairs at the Sports Ground.  The labour costs were provided for free by the Windmill pub football team.
Q – Petty cash is showing in a minus figure, does that mean that it owes the Clerk?
A – The Clerk explained that the petty cash does owe her money, but due to the need for two signatories on a cheque, followed by a visit to the bank, she felt that this was not necessary in the current climate.  The prepaid debit card would be used for future purchases.
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) December’s accounts 
b) Next month’s payment schedule

117/20 OFFICER REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report
· The Stage 1 funding application to British Cycling’s Places to Ride scheme for the pump track at Meigh Road has been successful and has now progressed to Stage two.  Due to the amount of work required for the stage 2 application, and a closing date of 12th February, the Clerk will be concentrating on this as a priority.
· The Clerk attended a Task and Finish group meeting on Supportive Communities and Werrington Parish Council were congratulated on the work of the Street Volunteers during the first lock down.  The Clerk is hoping to attend the next meeting on the 25th January and will update Council again afterwards.
· The Clerk provided an update with regards the Lengthsman, who has been off sick since 14th December.  He has submitted another sick note for a further month.  There has been cover for certain aspects of the job over this period however the individual does not feel comfortable being out too much as the COVID cases are increasing but there are still lots of people around when he is trying to litter pick etc.  Therefore, there is only now limited covered for a number of duties.
· The Clerk gave a reminder about the planning training on Tuesday 19th January at 18:30hrs, apart from Cllr S Hill whose training is Wednesday 27th January at 13:30hrs.
· The Clerk reminded Council that her appraisal was due in December and will have to be conducted over Zoom.  Cllr J Morrison and the Chair agreed to conduct it.
· The Clerk requested annual leave from 11th – 18th February which was approved. 

b) Deputy Clerk’s Report
· The Deputy Clerk provided the Council with photos of the new fencing at the Sports Ground and confirmed that hopefully that gates should be fitted before the end of the week.
· The heating at the Sports Ground was programmed to come on for six hours a day which has now been changed to one hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon, as agreed.
· A response has been received to the letter sent to Shuker’s farm with regards to cattle coming onto the Sports Ground. The Deputy Clerk has a meeting with them on Wednesday 13th January.

c) Lengthsman’s Report

Nothing reported.

118/20 PRECEPT UPDATE
When the Precept was agreed in December, the figures for the Band D amount had not been received from SMDC.  The figures now show that the tax base has gone down from last year, which has resulted in a slight increase to Band D properties of 22p for the year, despite the overall precept remaining the same.

119/20 POLICIES & PROCEDURES
This was deferred to the next meeting.  The Deputy Clerk will circulate the Safeguarding Policy for the Sports Ground via email prior to the meeting.


120/20 PARISH COUNCIL LOGO
Due to the poor quality of the current logo, being a copy of a copy, and the difficulty in having it digitised, the Clerk suggested that the Council hold a competition with the local schools to design a new logo.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed that the windmill must be included in any new designs.
Cllr T McNicol offered to send his copy of the existing logo to the Deputy Clerk who will ask the relevant companies if it can be digitised.
It was agreed that the logo competition should still go ahead. There are to be 3 age groups, KS1, KS2 and High Schools entries.  Photographs of the design to be emailed.  Prizes to be an art set and a framed original design for the overall winner.

121/20 SLCC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Council agreed to renew the membership at £166 per annum.

122/20 CHARLES ARNOLD BAKER 12TH EDITION
Council agreed to purchase the updated version for the Clerk at £119 and the older book to be passed to the Deputy Clerk.

123/20 STREET VOLUNTEERS & COVID RESPONSE
· The Clerk confirmed that the Street Volunteers are still happy to continue as we are in another lockdown.  However, it was agreed that the red/green cards in residents windows would end, as it is often dark making it difficult to see them.  The Clerk suggested that a letter go out to all residents with the Clerk and Deputy Clerk’s telephone numbers on to contact if residents are struggling, and to include on the back of the letter an advert for new Councillors. The Chair confirmed that many vulnerable people have the street volunteers’ numbers from the first lock down.  
Power Fund Applications
· Cllr J Morrison left the meeting.  
· The Council considered applications from Moorside High School and Werrington Primary School, requesting funding to support Werrington children who are struggling to access remote learning from home.  A discussion was held.
It was agreed to offer grants of £2,000 to each school to assist with the purchase of new laptops/tablets.  Evidence to be provided of what the money has been spent on and that it is Werrington pupils who have benefitted.

124/20 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
The Chair informed all that the NHS 111 service is trialling appointments for A & E and the Haywood Walk-in Centre.  You do not need an appointment in the event of an emergency. 

The meeting was moved to confidential and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.

125/20 QUOTES FOR WORK AT SPORTS GROUND
The following quotes were discussed and agreed as follows:
a) Rear fire door – door to have metal strip fitted around the edge as it is ill fitting - cost £310.
b) Signage - Deputy Clerk to circulate quotes to Councillors in time for next month’s meeting. 
c) TMV removal - TMVs to be removed from all taps apart from in the two public toilets as children will use them.

126/20 ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
New Noticeboard
All agreed how good the notice board looks and gave thanks to Cllr D Normington.  Cllr D Normington to provide a quote for a metal flower box, to attach to the previous notice board posts, as these are difficult to remove.  Cllr T McNicol to request a quote for wooden flower box.  The plaque to ‘May Parr’ is to be reinstated.
The meeting closed at 20:15

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2021 AT 18:30 VIA ZOOM
2 | Page

image1.jpeg




