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	MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD MONDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2021

	VIA ZOOM



[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, T McNicol, D Normington, D Brindley
Zoe Grindey (Clerk), Gemma Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk)
County Cllr R Ward
There were 4 members of the public present.
The Chair opened the meeting at 18:35

127/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – A member of the public asked why their question from the last meeting about parking at the Co Op had not been minuted?
A – The Vice Chair answered the member of the public by reading the previous months minutes regarding their question about parking at the Co Op.
Q – The member of the public then asked if all councillors are aware that there is a parking restriction at the Co Op? The member of the public went on to say Cllr D Normington did not declare an interest in this item, as he lives opposite.  
A- The Chair informed the member of the public that Cllr D Normington did not need to declare an interest as he was not going to gain anything and it was just a discussion, with no vote taking place.  A further discussion was then held.
Q- The member of public then stated that he would like to raise awareness of a public enquiry to Staffordshire Moorlands regarding the sale of the land surrounding the HMYOI.
Q- The member of the public then went on enquire why he was not co-opted onto the Parish Council in September and requested a reason in accordance with the Equality Act 2018 Section 5-18.
A – The Chair answered that it was because no Councillors voted for him.  It was agreed that the member of the public could have it in writing within the next ten working days from the Chair.
Q – A member of the public thanked the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk for their work and asked what the Parish Councillors were doing to support the community and why the Parish Council were not supporting a local resident in supplying food to the people in need.
A – The Chair answered that some of her District Council allowance had been given to Funky Fillerz and the Cabin for all of their work during the pandemic.  The Clerk went onto inform the member of the public that due to the legalities governing how the Council spends its money, unfortunately monies can only be given to constituted groups. The Vice Chair answered that anyone can apply for money from that fund and will be informed of the requirements in order to qualify.  Cllr S Hill informed the member of the public that unfortunately she has been shielding during the pandemic so was unable to get involved in any local support.  
Q – A member of the public asked how much is left in the Power Fund and if there is a limit to applications as he believed that there was a £500 limit?
A – The Clerk answered that £5,370.16 is left in the fund, as at the last meeting two applications were approved.  There is no limit to the amount a group can apply for. 
Q – A member of the public asked if the Council know how many laptops have been purchased and were they in use now?
A – The Vice Chair confirmed that the schools had brought the laptops and are using them. The Clerk confirmed that the schools have informed her of numbers purchased and postcodes of the Werrington children using them. The Clerk also again made it clear that only organisations can apply not individuals.
Q- A member of the public began by thanking the Clerk and the other two members of the public for their help and went on to ask how she can access monies for the work she is doing in providing food for people in need in Werrington?
A – The Clerk answered that the Parish could possibly purchase specific items and donate them, if she informs the Council what she requires for them to discuss.  Alternatively, she could work with an already constituted group to apply for the funds on her behalf.
Q – A member of the public asked if the fund had a mandate and where it was available?
A – The Clerk responded that it is on the website and it is the same criteria as the small grants with the additional COVID requirements.  If interest is shown or an enquiry made then an application form is sent with the required criteria.
Q – A member of the public asked why builders are surveying plots of land that are not supposed to be doing anything for 15-20 years?
A- The Chair informed the member of the public that there are not any extra plots in the Government’s National Plan.  County Cllr R Ward then went on to explain that we cannot stop builders conducting surveys and if plans are submitted into District then they can be scrutinised against the National Plan.  The Vice Chair added that it’s the District Councils Plan not the Parish Councils Plan.
The Chair Closed Public Questions at 19:15hrs

128/20 APOLOGIES
None.  

129/20 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward summarised his report.
Covid-19
· 206,000 vaccinations in Staffordshire to date, currently leading nationally.
· No single case of the new South African variant in Staffordshire yet.
· Currently no hot spots in Staffordshire Moorlands.
· Staffordshire has had 50,000 confirmed cases and sadly 2,000 deaths.
Moderate Hearing Loss
· Cllr Atkins has worked hard to get local CCGs reversed and hearing loss is now funded by the NHS again.
Crime Update
· Mark Thorley’s annual crime report can be downloaded as a member of the public.
· 10% reduction in crime across Staffordshire Moorlands.
· Prime minster has raised concerns of a possible rise in crime when lock down lifts.
Council Tax
· A County Council tax rise of 4.99% is to be voted on Thursday 11th February.
· £5.33 Band D rise a year.  Police £5.99 on their precept.  
· 80% goes to adults with learning difficulties and to the over 1000 looked after children.
· Third lowest in the Country.
Other Business
· Will be meeting Cllr D Normington to review Co-op parking after COVID.
· Confirmed that he had received Cllr T McNicol’s photos of Withystakes and has sent them to the Highways Agency.  

130/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None declared.

131/20 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors reminded to maintain their Register of Interests.

132/20 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held 11th January 2021 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  

133/20 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed. Cllr R Ward reported that nothing had progressed, and many items were still ongoing with the Highways Agency.  Some other actions are on hold due to Covid.

134/20 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) January’s accounts 
b) Next month’s payment schedule

135/20 OFFICER REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report
· The Stage 1 funding application to British Cycling’s Places to Ride scheme for the pump track at Meigh Road has been successful and has now progressed to Stage two.  Stage two application is almost complete by working with SMDC and helpful members of the public. It will be submitted on Wednesday 10th February.  Lyme Cycling from Newcastle are interested in running coaching sessions if the bid is successful.
· The Clerk attended a Task and Finish group meeting on Supporting Communities and will continue to attend and feedback to the Council.
· The Clerk informed the Parish Council about the rebate of the business rates for the Sports Ground.
· The Clerk informed the Parish Council that 4 people have enquired about co-option onto the Council so far, with one application already submitted.
· The Clerk reminded Parish Council that she is on annual leave from 11th – 18th February as approved in January. 

b) Deputy Clerk’s Report
· All leaflets have been delivered and the Parish Council wanted to give thanks to the Street Volunteers for all of their help once again.
· Deputy Clerk informed that all other points are for the confidential part of the meeting.

c) Lengthsman’s Report
Nothing reported.

136/20 POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The Sports Ground Health and Safety Policy and the Sports Ground Safeguarding Policy were adopted, including the Deputy Clerk as named point of contact for the Safeguarding Policy.

137/20 PARISH COUNCIL LOGO
The Clerk confirmed that it is not possible to successfully digitalise the current Parish Council logo. It was agreed that the launch date for the competition will be 8th March and closing date 5th April 2021.

138/20 STANDING ORDERS
Parish Council agreed to include in Standing Orders that all Councillors must attend basic councillor training within four months of becoming a Councillor.

139/20 DOG FOULING
Cllr D Normington brought it to the Parish Council’s attention that there are not enough bins available around Werrington.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council can purchase additional bins, but Staffordshire Moorlands may charge us to empty them.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to investigate if there would be a charge.   The Deputy clerk is also to look into spray paint signs to go on the pavements.

140/20 CORRESSPONDANCE
The Clerk informed the Parish Council of an email received from a resident on Ash Bank Road with regards the speed limit.  This is not a matter for the Parish Council therefore it has been passed to Cllr R Ward who is dealing with the response.
The Vice Chair raised the letter from the Deputy Lord Lt, requesting nominations for local heroes.  Lots of possible nominations were mentioned. It was also discussed as to if this award is for individuals or groups.  Cllr R Ward informed the Parish Council that there is also The Queens Award for groups.

141/20 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
There were no Councillor updates.

The meeting was moved to confidential and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
142/20 QUOTES FOR WORK
· Deputy Clerk provided a quote for repairing the height restriction bar at Meigh Road. The Parish Council decided to investigate further quotes.
· Parish Council reviewed the quotes and agreed to go ahead with the recommended signage at the Sports Ground and Meigh Road. The work to be awarded to Stoke Signs.
· Parish Council agreed to go ahead with wooden flower box for under the notice board with the plaque attaching.  Cllr T McNicol to arrange.
143/20 FENCING AT SPORTS GROUND
The Deputy Clerk provided an update. A discussion was held.  It was agreed to write to Mr Shuker.

144/20 UPDATE ON LENGTHSMAN
The Clerk provided an update about the Lengthsman’s situation.  Following discussion, it was agreed to liaise with the insurance company and seek legal advice regarding how best to move forward.

145/20 ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
· A Risk and Asset Management (RAM) committee meeting will be held on 1st March at 18:30hrs for the Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Cllr D Brindley, Cllr S Hill and Cllr D Normington.
· It was agreed that agenda items for the March meeting will include litter at the Co-op and pollution from school drop off and collection.  
· The Parish Council agreed to accept the WASPS kind donation of a defibrillator for the Sports Ground and for the Deputy Clerk to ensure its upkeep.

The meeting closed at 20:25

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 8TH MARCH 2021 AT 18:30 VIA ZOOM
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