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	MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD MONDAY 8TH MARCH 2021

	VIA ZOOM



[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, T McNicol, D Normington, D Brindley
Zoe Grindey (Clerk), Gemma Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
Cllr R Ward
There were 5 members of the public present.
The Chair opened the meeting at 18:30

146/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Prior to the start of Public Question Time, the Chair informed everyone present that the Parish Council had no authority over parking, and that their previously raised concerns had been passed onto Highways at the County Council.
Q – A member of the public questioned Cllr D Normington about parking on the pavement.
A – Cllr D Normington responded that it is not illegal to park on the pavement except in London.
Cllr D Normington left the meeting 18:38
Cllr D Normington re-joined the meeting 18:41
147/20 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
As Cllr R Ward was not in attendance there was no report.

148/20 APOLOGIES
As above.

149/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None declared.

150/20 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors reminded to maintain their Register of Interests.


151/20 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS
· A short presentation was given by each of the two candidates.  The candidates were questioned by Councillors.
· The meeting was moved to confidential and non-Council members were moved to the waiting room.  A discussion was held.
· The candidates and members of the public were readmitted to the meeting.  A vote took place to co-opt each candidate.
Council voted to co-opt Lynn Ibbs onto the Parish Council
Council voted to co-opt Holly Summerfield onto the Parish Council
Lynn Ibbs signed her Declaration of Acceptance in front of the camara and joined the meeting as a Councillor.  The Clerk will meet with Holly Summerfield to witness her Declaration of Acceptance.

152/20 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
a) The minutes of the meeting held 8th February 2021 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  
b) The minutes of the Risk & Asset Management (RAM) Committee meeting held 1st March 2021 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.
c) The recommendations made by the RAM Committee were agreed.

153/20 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed.  The Deputy Clerk provided an update on the request for additional bins.  Cllr D Normington agreed to provide the Deputy Clerk with details of the most problematic streets/areas.

154/20 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) February’s accounts 
b) Next month’s payment schedule
c) The recommended budget virements were approved.

155/20 OFFICER REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report
· The Clerk expressed her thanks to the Deputy Clerk and her husband for the additional work that they have carried out.  This was echoed by the Council.
· The Clerk provided an update on the funding application to British Cycling.  The Board are meeting on Thursday 11th March to assess the application.
· The Clerk apologised to Cllr J Morrison for not including Climate Change on the agenda for this month.  It was agreed to include it on the agenda for next month.
· The Clerk requested annual leave from 6th – 8th April, which is the second week of the Easter holidays.  This was agreed. 
· The Clerk reminded the Council that it was approaching year end and that she would mainly be working on preparation for the internal audit.

b) Deputy Clerk’s Report
· The Deputy Clerk provided an update. There has been a real issue with trespassing at the sports ground.  A temporary fix has been made to the front gates to prevent people from getting under the gate.  The main issue is with people accessing the sports ground from the rear, across the fields.
· A discussion was held regarding the proposed booking fees for hire of the sports ground.  The proposed fees were approved.  A 50% discount for the first year, and a 20% discount for the second year, were agreed for those teams who were using the ground earlier in the season.

156/20 LENGTHSMAN’S SHED
A discussion was held regarding the repair/replacement of the Lengthsman’s shed.  It was agreed to carry this over to the next meeting.

157/20 EVENTS/BOOKINGS POLICY AND PLAN
A discussion was held regarding producing an events/bookings policy.  It was agreed that any requests for bookings that fit with the policy can be agreed by the Clerk/Deputy Clerk, without the need to bring every request to full Council.  Requests that do not fit with the policy but could be considered are to be presented to the Council for a decision.
The Deputy Clerk reported that a discussion had been held with a resident regarding holding a three-day event at the sports ground for the August bank holiday weekend.  It is envisaged to be a celebration event once Covid restrictions have hopefully been lifted.  The Council requested a meeting with the resident to discuss the request in more detail.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to arrange this.

158/20 TRAINING
It was agreed that the Deputy Clerk can attended the ROSPA training for the inspection of play equipment.

159/20 CORRESPONDENCE
The Chair read out a chain of emails between herself and a resident, at the resident’s request.

160/20 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
The Chair provided an update regarding the reopening of Leek Minor Injuries hospital.

The meeting was moved to confidential and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
161/20 QUOTES FOR WORK
It was agreed that the repairs to the height restriction bar would be put on hold until a decision regarding the Lengthsman’s shed is made.  The Deputy Clerk reported that she is seeking quotes for drainage inspection for both the sports ground and Meigh Road playing fields.  These will be brought to the next meeting.  It was agreed that Cllr D Normington would obtain quotes for CCTV and security for the sports ground.  A discussion was held regarding the maintenance of the play equipment at Meigh Road.  It was agreed to include the repairs identified in the recent annual inspection in the 5 year plan.

162/20 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
A discussion was held regarding the current grounds maintenance contract, as it is due for renewal on 1st May.  It was agreed to put the contract out to tender, with a revision to the current work programme.

163/20 UPDATE ON LENGTHSMAN
The Clerk provided an update about the Lengthsman’s situation.  Following discussion, it was agreed to seek advice prior to offering a temporary contract to cover the Lengthsman’s duties.

The meeting closed at 21:15

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 12TH APRIL 2021 AT 18:30 VIA ZOOM


2 | Page

image1.jpeg




