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	MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD MONDAY 12TH APRIL 2021

	VIA ZOOM



[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Normington, D Brindley, L Ibbs
County Cllr R Ward
Zoe Grindey (Clerk), Gemma Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk)
APOLOGIES:
Cllr T McNicol

There were 41 members of the public present.
The Chair opened the meeting at 19:30
A minute’s silence was held for the passing of HRH The Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh
The Chair explained the process of the meeting and Public Question Time for those who had not attending a Council meeting before.

001/21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – A resident enquired if the Parish Council are responsible for the sports ground.
A – The Deputy Clerk read out a statement with regards to the sports ground, from the original purchase to the current day.  It was requested that the statement was amended to include former Councillor Jeremy Fryer.  The revised statement is attached.
Q – A resident enquired as to what had happened to the drainage report in 2016.
A – The Deputy Clerk responded that she was in possession of several drainage reports that had been carried out at the sports ground over the years.
Q – A resident enquired as to the reason for employing a Deputy Clerk.
A – The time required to administer the facilities and carry out the statutory duties of a Parish Council of this size requires a full-time Clerk.  As the Clerk was not able to increase her hours to full-time, her hours were reduced to 20 hours per week, and a Deputy Clerk employed at 16 hours per week, making the equivalent of a full-time post.
Q – A resident asked as to why the precept has increased.
A – The precept has remained the same as last year.  The 0.04% increase shown on Council Tax bills is as a result of the baseline figure being reduced by the District Council.
Q – A resident enquired how the fees for the pitch hire at the sports ground are calculated, and why they have been imposed halfway through a season.
A – The Deputy Clerk responded that the fees are the same as they were in 2017 and are comparable with other local grounds.  Teams using the ground were informed in October that fees would be charged from the start of the next financial year, 1st April 2021.
Q – A resident asked about the Bowling Club.
A – It was stated that the Bowling Club pay a peppercorn rent to the Council for the land, but that it is a separate entity.
A resident requested that Public Question Time was allowed to continue and that any other residents wishing to ask a question were able to do so.
The Deputy Clerk reminded the members of the public that the Council does currently have vacancies if any of them were interested in being co-opted.

002/21 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward provided an update.  The key points were:
· There were less than three cases of Covid-19 in Staffordshire Moorlands last week and that it is the most vaccinated area in Staffordshire.
· A school in Caverswall is trialling an air quality test.
· The footpaths on Meigh Road are in the 2021 programme of works for Highways.
· Parking outside of the Co-op on Washerwall Lane is to be reviewed.

The Chair proposed to suspend Standing Orders to allow Public Question Time to continue.  This was seconded by Cllr J Morrison and resolved.

003/21 CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – A resident asked if the sports ground was in the parish.
A – It was confirmed that it does fall within the parish.
Q – A resident enquired if it still retained an alcohol licence.
A – The Deputy Clerk responded that it does not hold an alcohol licence and that this would need to be obtained from the District Council if required.
Q – A resident enquired as to who will be running the car boot sales.
A – The Deputy Clerk confirmed that she is in discussions with somebody to get the boot sales restarted.
A member of the WASPS stated that their volunteers had mowed the grounds and line marked the pitches whilst they were using the sports ground.
It was pointed out by a former Councillor that the loan taken out to purchase the sports ground still needs to be repaid.

004/21 APOLOGIES
As above.

005/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None declared.

006/21 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded to maintain their Register of Interests.

007/21 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
a) The minutes of the meeting held 8th March 2021 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  
b) The minutes of the Risk & Asset Management (RAM) Committee meeting held 6th April 2021 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.
c) Cllr D Brindley, as Chair of the RAM Committee provided an update.  It was recommended that Councillors are responsible for certain areas of the village and carry out regular inspections recorded on checklists.  Cllr S Hill reported that the storing of equipment for other organisations had been raised at the meeting.  Cllr L Ibbs volunteered to inspect the land off Cotehill Road.  Cllr S Hill volunteered to inspect the playing fields at Meigh Road.  Cllr D Brindley volunteered to inspect the noticeboard and area around the Memorial Garden.

008/21 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed.  A discussion was held regarding the wildflowers to be sown in memory of former Councillor Jean Hodgetts.

009/21 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) March accounts 
b) Year End accounts
c) Next month’s payment schedule – this had not been provided as the Clerk was yet to set up the new financial year on the accounting system.  It was agreed that only the contracted payments, including utilities, would be paid prior to the next meeting.

010/21 OFFICER REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a short report, reminding everyone that herself and the Deputy Clerk do only work part-time and should not be expected to be on call 24/7.
b) Deputy Clerk’s Report
The Deputy Clerk ran through the reports that she had circulated regarding the sports ground and Meigh Road playing fields.  She reported that the WASPS had kindly donated the defibrillator at the sports ground and that it now needed a battery.  Approval was given for the replacement of 2 x TMVs on the taps in the toilets of the sports ground, repairs to the large goals and the purchase of 3 x new bins for the playing fields.
The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council have never stopped anybody from using the football pitch at Meigh Road.  The Clerk confirmed that following advice from the Council’s insurers, training etc can take place on the football pitch, however the Council should be informed of any organised use as the relevant insurances will need to be provided.

011/21 LENGTHSMAN’S SHED
A further discussion was held but no decision was made, and this will carry forward to the next meeting.

012/21 POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The Council agreed to adopt the revised model Code of Conduct, as previously circulated.

013/21 SCHEDULED MEETINGS
Given that the law allowing virtual meetings ceases on 7th May 2021, and that it would be difficult to comply with current restrictions regarding meeting indoors and social distancing, the following were agreed:
a) The Annual Meeting of the Council and the full Council meeting due to be held on 10th May will now be held virtually on Tuesday 4th May.
b) The full Council meeting due to be held on 14th June will be cancelled.
c) The Annual Parish Meeting, due to be held before 1st June will not go ahead.  The Council will look to hold a community event in September if restrictions allow.
The Clerk confirmed that a meeting to sign off the audit reports may be needed in June.  This will be arranged as required.

014/21 CLIMATE CHANGE AGENDA
A discussion was held regarding the high water usage for the allotments.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that water butts be provided for allotment holders to replace the current taps.  One tap will remain for use in particularly dry spells.  This was seconded by Cllr D Normington and carried.

015/21 PUMP TRACK AT MEIGH ROAD
The Clerk announced that the Council had been successful in their application for funding from British Cycling, receiving £25,000, or 50% of the total costs, whichever is the lower.  The District Council have also confirmed an allocation of £30,000 from the Section 106 monies.  A steering group will be set up to agree the final design and parents and young people were encouraged to get involved.
The award letter had been circulated to Councillors for perusal and agreement to proceed.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the award letter be signed.  This was seconded by Cllr D Brindley and carried.

016/21 CORRESPONDENCE
None received.

017/21 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
There were no updates provided.  Cllr J Morrison requested a copy of the minutes from the District Council’s Climate Change working group.  The Chair agreed to look into this.

The meeting was moved to confidential, and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
018/21 QUOTES FOR WORK
Discussions were held and the following was agreed:
a) Replacement of the height restriction bar was put on hold.
b) It was agreed to include any ideas for improvements/repairs to the park at Meigh Road in the five-year plan that is being produced.
c) The Deputy Clerk provided details of the quotes received for drainage inspections at Meigh Road and the sports ground.  It was agreed to use Alan Beardmore for both inspections.
d) It was agreed that George Reynolds be offered the use of the sports ground to run car boot sales on a Saturday morning.  This would be at a reduced rate for the first month to enable funds to be generated.

Standing Orders were suspended to allow for the remaining items on the agenda to be discussed.

019/21 LENGTHSMAN
Following discussion, it was agreed to provide the current self-employed Lengthsman with three months’ notice to terminate the contract, as he is unable to carry out the duties specified in the contract.  A three-month contract is to be advertised, with the possibility of being extended if agreed by both parties.  The Lengthsman will continue to be self-employed party.
The current contract is to be revised to specify areas of work and include a call-out charge of £20 for the first hour worked at a weekend, and £30 for the first hour on a Bank Holiday.  Any additional hours will be at the usual rate.

020/21 STAFFING
The Clerk left the room whilst a discussion was held regarding the recommendations from her appraisal, carried out by the Chair and Vice-Chair.  It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary be increased to SCP24.

The meeting closed at 22:40

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY 4TH MAY 2021 AT 19:30* VIA ZOOM
*May be delayed if the Annual Meeting of the Council overruns.
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