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	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2021




[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT: 
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Brindley, L Ibbs, M Arnold and D Bowman
County Cllr R Ward
PCSO Lowndes
Gemma Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk) – Arrived for Confidential
APOLOGIES:
Cllr D Normington
Zoe Grindey (Clerk)
There were members of the public present.
The Chair opened the meeting at 19:30 and the meeting was live streamed
The Chair explained the process of the meeting and Public Question Time for those who had not attending a Council meeting before.

032/21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Q – A resident asked why there were confidential items
A – The Chair explained that anything to do with finance had to be discussed under confidential and that final decisions would be published in the main minutes.
Q – A resident asked what is being done about the drainage at Meigh Road for the pump track to ensure Emergency Vehicles can get access.
A – Cllr D Bowman said that the drainage is in progress and that a working group of residents will be set up to monitor the situation there.
Q – A resident asked for confirmation of trees to be planted to help give their property privacy from the pump track at Meigh Road and to reduce the noise and improve the drainage.
A – Cllr D Bowman confirmed that it will be looked at once the pump track is complete.
Q – A resident explained that trust has been broken between the Parish Council and the residents because they do not feel that they have been informed of the process or included.  Also, because they have been told by the Parish Council that it could not go in the woods because of preservation orders on some trees and there are no preservation orders on any trees.  The resident went on to say that the pump track has not been transparent and the Parish Council should have the facts correct.
A – The Chair explained that the track could not go in the woods because of Health and Safety of children hitting trees head on.  
Q – Resident stated that CDM Regulations are not being adhered to by the contractors at Meigh Road.  The resident went on to explain that there is a toilet that has not been left secure and that there is no secure fenced area.  The site entrance is not clear.  HSE would close the site down.
A – Cllr D Bowman will contact the site and inform the Parish Clerk.
Q – The resident informed the meeting that they have reported the traffic and parking on Meigh Road to Staffordshire County Council. As they have concerns that the traffic turning in to Meigh Road is 40mph and if there are cars with roof racks on that can’t get onto the car park they will be parked at the immediate entrance to Meigh Road as cars turn in this being dangerous.  
A – Chair answered that the Parish do not have the authority to mark the road with double yellow lines.
Q – A resident asked about additional car parking for the pump track as on a Saturday afternoon the carpark is full with bowling club members.
A – The Chair explained that she believed the Bowling Club only have 4 members so she will look into it.
Q – A resident enquired how the pump track will be anchored as they have lived there 50 years and the area floods?
A – Another resident answered that the contractors are digging into the bank.
Q – A resident said that 5 years ago they were at school and asked what they would like in Werrington, why has it taken so long?
A – The Chair responded that is has only been three years and that it can take time to apply for funding applications, and for them to be approved.  The situation with Covid didn’t help.
Q – A resident asked where the funding will come from to repair the pump track in the future?
A – The Chair said that she will find out the answer as she was unsure if Clarke and Kent cover it for so long but ensured to residents that it will not be left to go to ruin that it will be properly maintained.
R – A resident asked about properties with gates leading onto Meigh Road playing fields will they be asked to removed them?
A – The Chair answered that we are aware that it is in the deeds that they should not be installed but at this moment in time we have no intention to ask for them to be removed.

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the Chair to extend Public Question Time for a further ten minutes, so that any other residents wishing to ask a question were able to do so.

Q – A resident said that mitigation for the pump track should be in place from day 1 – trees, access, drainage.  People will warm to the idea if they see it being done properly.  Moving forward please can we now see a mitigation plan being put in place to build trust again.
A – The Chair confirmed that we will look into this.
Q – A resident raised concerns about a tree at the bottom on Meigh Road playing fields by the scout hut?
A – Chair confirmed that if it is the playing fields side of the fence then it is the Parish responsibility and will be looked at.
Q – A resident asked about anti-social behaviour plans and dispersal notices.
A – PCSO Lowndes went on to explain that dispersal orders can only be done if there are lots of reports that there is a problem in that area, which we have not had for Meigh Road.  PCSO Lowndes reassured residents that they will provide a presence as often as they can.  The Chair reminded the residents that they must report every instant of anti-social behaviour so that the police have a true picture.

 033/21 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward provided an update with regards to Highway’s initiatives that he had to pause because of Covid, that have now been recommissioned:
· Speed limit on Leek Road from Weston Coyney to Cellarhead to be reduced to match all other roads meeting at Cellarhead traffic lights.  This is due to the fact that businesses along the road are resulting in increased traffic, and at the current speed limit it is dangerous for those entering or exiting these businesses.
· A traffic survey has been commissioned for the roads joining Leek Road along the above stretch, to ascertain the use by HGVs and other vehicles, and identify speeding traffic.
· A traffic survey of Ash Bank Road, up to Cellarhead will take place to identify volumes of traffic, weight and speed, as the speed limit constantly changes between 30 and 40 mph.
All of the initiatives will also hopefully help to reduce the poor air quality at Cellarhead.
If the development to build 75 houses by the Young Offenders Institution is successful, it has been requested that a crossing is installed by the Windmill pub.  This should also help to reduce the speed on the road.
More volunteers are needed for the Community Speed Hub. Blythe Bridge has a similar initiative, so the two groups could join up for a training session.
Cllr R Ward confirmed that he will respond to all the residents that have raised concerns with him regarding the installation of the pump track.   However, Cllr Ward stated that he thinks the project is a good thing and will ensure that mitigation is in place.
Cllr R Ward informed the meeting that finally, and disappointingly, he had today discovered that the Meigh Road footpath resurfacing works that were due to be carried out in this financial year, have now been pushed back to next year.  The reason given was ‘financial constraints’ but he is still awaiting further feedback on what has happened here, as he has been pushing hard for these works to be carried out and had been assured they were in this year’s works programme. Cllr R Ward will be starting a petition for all to sign and will create a link for the Parish Council Website, as this is the third time this has happened.

034/21 APOLOGIES
As above.

035/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None declared.

036/21 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded to maintain their Register of Interests.

037/21 ACCURACY OF MINUTES OF MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held 26th July 2021 were reviewed for accuracy and approved.  

038/21 UPDATE ON ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Action Plan was reviewed.  
A discussion was held regarding the unused area around the allotments being used as a community orchard and wild flowers.  Cllr M Arnold stated that the primary school would like to be involved in the project.
The Lease for the Bowling Club is still ongoing.
Cllr R Ward will address all the outstanding action points for the next Council meeting
A working group will be set up to address the number of parking issues in the village.
Ownership of the footpath by Bluebell Wood is still to be identified.

039/21 ACCOUNTS 
The following accounts were reviewed and approved:
a) August accounts (circulated via email)
b) Next month’s payment schedule (circulated via email) 
c) To formally accept the findings of the completed external audit
d) To agree a minimum of two new bank signatories

040/21 OFFICER REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report
Apologises received

b) Deputy Clerk’s Report
Apologises received

STANDING ORDERS WERE SUSPENDED TO ALLOW MR EDWARDS TO UPDATE THE COUNCIL ON THIS EVENT.

041/21 EVENTS 
A three-day Music Event at the Sports Ground is planned in 2022.  All the preparation have been done for Health and Safety, Bus Companies, Advertising at all Local Pubs.  Now awaiting to present to the District Council for approval.  Some of the monies made will be re invested into the local community.
a) Christmas Market – Cllr M Arnold requested to permission to continue with plans for Christmas Markets on the Village Hall carpark hopefully joining with the Werrington Volunteers Christmas light switch on. Permission was granted.
b) Community Celebration Event – Cllr M Arnold requested permission to canvass ideas from residents to what events they would like to see for the Village.  To use the Sports Ground to benefit all residents not just for football.  Council agreed to canvass and it to be an agenda item for next month’s meeting.

042/21 FEEDBACK FROM PUBLIC MEETING
The Council agreed to publish.

043/21 LIVE STREAMING MEETINGS
A discussion was held regarding the purchase of the necessary equipment to continue to live stream all meetings.
Cllr J Morrison asked what equipment is needed to purchase.
Cllr M Arnold answered a camera, microphone, laptop, and internet access.
Cllr J Morrison asked approx. prices.
Cllr M Arnold responded that it would be approx £500-£700
It was agreed that Cllr M Arnold will source quotes to bring to the next meeting.

044/21 FUNDING
Deferred to next meeting 

045/21 PUMP TRACK AT MEIGH ROAD
Confirmed that works started today.  Up to six weeks build. 

046/21 5 YEAR IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Council agreed that working groups can be arranged to meet and report back to main Council.

047/21 RISK & ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The next meeting of the Risk & Asset Management Committee is due to be held this month.

048/21 PLANTERS & FLOWER BEDS
The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council are responsible for the two welcome to Werrington beds either end and the new planter under the notice board also the area around the Millennium Stone.  Urgent attention is required as Remembrance Day is fast approaching.

049/21 CORRESPONDENCE
1. Letter read out with regards the speed limit on the A52. County Councillor R Ward will be responding
2. Official Complaint read out with regards to Meigh Road Pump Track

050/21 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr D Brindley provided an update with regards to the allotments.  He has carried out two inspections since the last meeting.  He is in contact with the Open Reach manager regarding the BT box being removed and he is constantly chasing.  Some of the allotment plots are not in great condition and not all plots are displaying their numbers.  The outside fence is still in need of repair.  Cllr D Brindley is co-ordinating a small group to tidy up the memorial stone and surrounding planting, prior to Remembrance Day.

The meeting was moved to confidential, and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting. The Chair suspended Standing Orders for 15 minutes to allow for Confidential items to be considered 
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

051/21 QUOTES FOR WORK
Quotes were reviewed and discussions held.  The following were agreed:
a) Lengthsmans hut to be demolished by Country Grounds
b) Grounds clearance at the Allotments by SJL Landscapes
c) Septic Tank at the Sports Ground Inspection by H2O FlowTech Ltd
d) Drainage Works to be completed at Meigh Road by RAM Safety Solutions

052/21 LENGTHSMANS VACANCY
Deferred to next meeting.

The meeting closed at 22:15

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 11th October 2021 at 19:30
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