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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 26th JULY 2021

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]PRESENT
Cllr B Hughes (Chair), Cllr J Morrison (Vice Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Brindley, M Arnold, D Bowman, L Ibbs.
Z Grindey (Clerk)
Apologies
Cllr D Normington, County Councillor R Ward
G Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk) 

There was one member of the public in attendance
The meeting was being live-streamed to the Council’s Facebook page, and would also be recorded to be viewed at a later date.

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:30pm

040/21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A resident wished to complain about the lack of cutting of roadside verges, particularly Park Avenue.  They also wished to complain that County Cllr R Ward had not returned any of their calls.  The Chair agreed to try and contact Cllr R Ward and the Clerk would try to raise the issue with highways.

014/21 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward was unable to attend so there was no report presented.

015/21 APOLOGIES
See above.

016/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs J Morrison and B Hughes declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 14a.

017/21 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.
018/21 ACCURACY OF MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held 21 June 2021 were reviewed for accuracy and approved

019/21 ACTON PLAN 
Actions and updates are reported on the Action Plan.  This was reviewed and updated.  The Chair provided an update on her meeting with District Cllr J Porter, regarding a community orchard and the planting of wildflowers by the allotments and memorial stone.  It was agreed to go ahead with this project.  The cost of the trees would be met by SMDC.  The Clerk provided an update on the pump track.  A discussion was held regarding the 5-year plan.

020/21 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) June Accounts
b) Next month’s payment schedule

021/21 STAFF REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report - The Clerk reported that she would be on Annual leave from Thursday 27th July to Tuesday 3rd August
b) Deputy Clerks report - In the absence of the Deputy Clerk a written report had been submitted.

022/21 LENGTHSMAN CONTRACT
The revised contract had previously been circulated and was agreed.
The interview panel was agreed as:
Cllrs B Hughes, J Morrison, S Hill, D Bowman and Clerk Z Grindey.
An interview date is to be agreed.

023/21 TRAINING
The Deputy Clerk had requested funding and paid time to undertake CILCA training and the supporting course offered by Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association (SPCA).  It was agreed to fund: 
· £250 for the course
· £410 CILCA registration
· 5 hours paid study leave per week until completion of the course (max 1 year)

024/21 REQUEST TO HIRE SPORTS GROUND KITCHEN
A request had been received to hire the kitchen on the Sports Ground on a full-time basis, possibly as a ‘Truck Stop’.
Following discussion this was unanimously refused.

025/21 COVER FOR DEPUTY CLERK’S ANNUAL LEAVE
The Deputy Clerk had provided a report, detailing what needed to be covered and when.  Following discussion, it was agreed thar Cllrs S Hill, D Bowman, L Ibbs and D Brindley would cover the requisite hirings.

026/21 PUMP TRACK AT MEIGH ROAD
The Clerk reported that work should start by the end of August.  It had been hoped to have the work completed before the start of the school holidays but, due to other commitment by the firm in question, this had not proved possible.

027/21 FOOTBALL FOUNDATION
The revised application to the Football Foundation for new goals and mobile floodlights was approved.  The Clerk reported the Council had previously agreed match funding up to a maximum of £10,000.

028/21 CORRESPONDENCE
Cllrs B Hughes and J Morrison declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item and took no part in the debate.
A request had been received from Werrington Community Volunteers Group to hold their Annual Fun Day on Meigh Road Playing Fields on Saturday 2nd July 2022.  This was agreed.

029/21 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr D Brindley gave a detailed report of his visit to the allotments and his subsequent conversations with some of the allotment holders.  Key points were:
· The damage caused by the car accident had still not been repaired.
· The skip was now in situ and was being utilised by the allotment holders. 
· The issue of the water supply remained contentious.
· There was one plot that needed clearing so it could be utilised.  
There was a discussion around the possibility of utilising the Council held land off Cotehill Road as allotments.
Cllr D Brindley advised the Council that he had arranged to visit the allotments on the first Monday of every month where he would be available should any allotment holder wish to speak to him.

Suspension of Standing Orders
It was proposed by Cllr J Morrison and seconded by Cllr D Brindley that Standing Orders be suspended for 15 minutes for the meeting to be concluded.

The meeting was moved to confidential, and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
030/21 QUOTES FOR WORK
a) Repair to the swings at Meigh Road - It was agreed to have the swing repaired by SMDC at a cost of £102.76
b) Ground Clearance Work at the allotments - It was agreed to give the Clerk delegated authority to approve the work to enable it to be carried out speedily once quotes had been received
c) Septic Tank at the Spots Ground – This item is ongoing and was deferred to the next meeting.
d) Repairs /replacement of benches at Meigh road - It was agreed to purchase four benches, including one suitable for the disabled.  Two will be sited at the top end of the park, with two to be sited near the pump track once completed.
e) Drainage - jetting out and CCTV of drains at Meigh Road - Following discussion, it was agreed to award the contract to RAM at a cost of £1,920 plus VAT.
f) Play Equipment Inspections - It was agreed to award the contract for monthly Play equipment inspections to SMDC at a cost of £610.47 per annum.

031/21 CAR BOOT HIRE CHARGES
Following discussion, it was agreed not to wave charges for when the car boot is cancelled at the current charge.  The options to be made available are:
a) A block booking of 4 weeks at a time – charged at £75pw.  The full amount will be charged, regardless of whether the car boot takes place or not.
b) Weekly bookings – charged at £100pw.  The charge will only apply if the ground is booked, and will not apply if booking is cancelled with at least 24hrs notice.  However, the ground will not be reserved solely for car boot sales on a Saturday morning, and can be hired out to others.

The meeting closed at 10.15pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER
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