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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2021

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT
Cllr B Hughes (Chair), Cllr J Morrison (Vice Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Brindley, L Ibbs, D Normington
Z Grindey (Clerk), G Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk) 
County Councillor R Ward
APOLOGIES
None

There were 3 members of the public in attendance

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:30pm

053/21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A resident raised the issue of the planting of trees to screen the pump track at Meigh Road.  A discussion was held.  The Chair explained that this matter was an agenda item and a report had been produced by the Deputy Clerk.  The Deputy Clerk confirmed that she was awaiting a response from the Tree Officer at the District Council.  Cllr R Ward stated that he had two small pots of money if this would assist in funding the trees.
A suggestion was made to reseed the area of Meigh Road playing fields, between the path and residents’ gardens at the top end, with wildflowers.  There was also a suggestion to plant a community orchard at the bottom end of the playing fields.

054/21 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr R Ward provided an update.  Both the District and County Councils are due to hold full Council meetings shortly and Cllr R Ward will report back at the next meeting.  Cllr R Ward agreed to visit the pump track and speak to residents.  It was agreed that the Deputy Clerk would attend if available.  Cllr R Ward reported that in addition to his online petition regarding Meigh Road pavements, he would be leaving paper copies at the library.  Cllr R Ward agreed to inform the Clerk once this was done and this will be advertised on the Council’s website and Facebook page.  Cllr D Normington raised the issue of parking.

055/21 APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.  It was noted that Cllrs D Bowman and M Arnold had resigned.

056/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

057/21 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.

058/21 ACCURACY OF MINUTES
The minutes of the following meetings were reviewed for accuracy and approved:
a) Full Council meeting held 13th September 2021
b) Risk & Asset Management Committee meeting held 5th October 2021

059/21 ACTON PLAN 
A discussion was held regarding the lease for the Bowling Club.  Cllr D Brindley declared an interest as he has now become a member of the Bowling Club.  It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate a copy of the current Bowling Club lease for comments.  Once a new lease has been agreed by the Council, the Chair, Clerk and Deputy Clerk to meet with the Bowling Club Committee to discuss the proposed lease.
A discussion was held regarding parking in the area.
Clerk to check with Land Registry to establish the owner of the path off Bridle Path.
It was agreed that researching alternative sources of power at the sports ground would be included in the 5-year plan.
The Clerk reported that Staffordshire Parish Council’s Association were looking into delivering the RoSPA play equipment inspection course locally if there is enough interest.  A place has been requested for the Deputy Clerk.
The Deputy Clerk to provide a checklist for area of land off Cotehill Road to the Chair for checks to be carried out.  It was noted that Cllr L Ibbs has taken over the checks at Meigh Road playing fields from Cllr S Hill.
It was agreed that due to the resignation of Cllr M Arnold, the Christmas Market would be cancelled, and the Community Celebration event would be postponed.
Cllr D Brindley provided an update on the tidying of the Memorial Stone and surrounding area.  A discussion was held regarding the flag.

060/21 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) September Accounts
b) Next month’s payment schedule

061/21 BUDGET REVIEW
a) The previously circulated budget virement report was discussed and agreed.
b) The Clerk reminded Councillors that the budgets for 2022/23 needed to be set in December, and that any potential spend or projects should be submitted to the Clerk for costing.

062/21 STAFF REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report - The Clerk provided an update.
b) Deputy Clerk’s Report – The Deputy Clerk provided an update including drainage, the Lengthsman’s hut, the allotments, the sports ground and benches for Meigh Road.

063/21 POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The following policies/procedures were reviewed and approved:
a) Equal Opportunities policy
b) Recruitment & Selection
c) Complaint’s procedure
d) Training & Development policy
e) Social Media policy
f) Data Protection policy

The Chair announced that there would be a five-minute comfort break

064/21 TREES
a) The Deputy Clerk’s previously circulated report on trees for the bottom end of Meigh Road playing fields was discussed.  It was agreed that the Chair would speak to the Tree Officer at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council for advice.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that trees were planted at the bottom of Meigh Road playing fields, alongside the fences of those properties wanting them.  A vote was taken with all Councillors being against the motion.
Cllr D Normington proposed that any trees were planted within the boundaries of those properties wanting them, with those residents being responsible for their maintenance.  A contribution towards the purchase of the trees could be considered by the Council.  A vote was taken and with all Councillors agreeing, the motion was carried.
It was agreed to research the cost of appropriate trees.
b) It was agreed to get quotes for the reinspection of all Council trees.

065/21 FUNDING
It was agreed to defer this item to a future meeting.

066/21 PUMP TRACK AT MEIGH ROAD
An update was provided.  Risk assessments and checklists are being prepared for the opening.  The track is nearing completion, but a formal completion date has not yet been provided.

067/21 COMMUNITY CELEBRATION EVENT
It was agreed to postpone this event.

068/21 CHRISTMAS MARKET
It was agreed to cancel this event.

069/21 REMEMBRANCE DAY
It was agreed that the Clerk would order a wreath from the Royal British Legion.

070/21 CORRESPONDENCE
The grant application from the Scouts was considered.
Cllr J Morrison proposed a grant of £500 for the Scouts’ project.  This was seconded by Cllr L Ibbs and carried.

Suspension of Standing Orders
It was proposed by Cllr J Morrison and seconded by Cllr D Brindley that Standing Orders be suspended for the meeting to be concluded.

071/21 COMMITTEES/WORKING GROUPS
The recommendations from the following were considered:
a) Risk & Asset Management Committee meeting – it was agreed that the Chair, Cllr S Hill and the Deputy Clerk are to be added to the signatures for banking.
b) Sports Ground working group meeting – Survey Monkey to be used to contribute to the five-year plan.

072/21 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
There were no additional updates.  The question was asked if it was possible to find out the number of residents who had been vaccinated.

The meeting was moved to confidential, and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
073/21 QUOTES FOR WORK
Live-streaming equipment - it was agreed that following the resignation of Cllr M Arnold, Council meetings would not be live-streamed.

074/21 LENGTHSMAN VACANCY
Following discussion, it was agreed that the position of self-employed Lengthsman would be replaced with 2 x self-employed Village Warden posts.  They will be 15hrs each to cover 7 days per week and will remain at £12 per hour.

The Deputy Clerk left the meeting.

075/21 DEPUTY CLERK’S APPRAISAL
The Clerk provided an update of the Deputy Clerk’s appraisal and recommended a pay increase.  It was requested that the Clerk provide a report detailing the cost of increments to SCP15 and SCP16 for comparison.  

The meeting closed at 10.40pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2021
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