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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2021

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT
Cllr B Hughes (Chair), Cllr J Morrison (Vice Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Brindley, L Ibbs, D Normington
Z Grindey (Clerk), G Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk) 
Co-opted Cllr P Brown
PCSO D Nettleton (cover for local PCSO)
APOLOGIES
County Cllr R Ward

There were 10 members of the public in attendance

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:32pm

** A two minute silence was held for Remembrance **

076/21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A resident reported that damage caused to their hedge by the contractors working on the pump track had been repaired by themselves.  The Clerk agreed to speak to the contractors about this.
A resident requested an update on the trees.  The Clerk informed the meeting that she was in the process of getting quotes.  A resident suggested a company that these could be sourced from.  This would be investigated by the Clerk.  County Cllr R Ward had visited some of the properties on Ash Bank Road who back onto the bottom end of the playing fields.  Cllr D Brindley has also visited these properties and gave his support to providing trees.
It was reported that the sign erected at the pump track had been vandalised.
It was suggested that the pump track is higher than originally expected and the quoted dimensions should be checked.  The Clerk agreed to check the original quote.
Standing orders were suspended until 8:15pm to allow public question time to continue.
A discussion was held regarding antisocial behaviour at Meigh Road playing fields.  It was agreed to look into setting up a group, to include the local PCSO, Councillor, residents and parents.
The PCSO confirmed that if the playing fields were locked at night, they would attend to reports of people in the park.
The PCSO and 9 members of the public left the meeting.

077/21 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
As County Cllr R Ward was not in attendance, there was no report.

078/21 APOLOGIES
See above.

079/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

080/21 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
· A short presentation was given by the candidate.
· The candidate was asked to leave the room whilst a discussion was held in confidential.
· The candidate was invited back to the meeting and a vote was taken as to whether to co-opt the candidate.  The vote was unanimous to co-op the candidate.
· Co-opted Cllr P Brown signed a Declaration of Acceptance and joined the meeting.

081/21 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.  The Clerk explained the need to complete the Register of Interests (supplied) and provide a copy to herself and Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.

082/21 ACCURACY OF MINUTES
The minutes of the following meetings were reviewed for accuracy and approved:
a) Full Council meeting held 11th October 2021

083/21 ACTON PLAN 
The action plan was reviewed.  The Chair agreed to investigate the ownership of the footpath off Bridle Path.  The Deputy Clerk will agree a date with the Chair to carry out the first checks of the land off Cotehill Road.  It was agreed that a request should be made to Highways and the District Council regarding traffic control during school times.  Cllr D Normington provided an update on CCTV and a guide to the costs.  It was agreed that Cllr D Normington would arrange for a company to visit the sports ground and Meigh Road playing fields, to provide an indicative quote, tailored to the needs of each site.  Cllr L Ibbs provided an update on Meigh Road playing fields.  It was agreed to write to Chief Inspector Mark Thorley regarding the antisocial behaviour.  Cllrs L Ibbs and D Brindley agreed to draft a letter for the Clerk to send.  An update regarding the memorial stone and surrounding area was provided by Cllr D Brindley.  The Council expressed their thanks to Allen Landscaping for providing equipment and to former Councillor Kenn Griffiths for his work at the site.

084/21 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) October 21 Accounts
b) Next month’s payment schedule

085/21 STAFF REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report - The Clerk provided an update.  
· It was agreed to subscribe to Microsoft Office365 to enable file sharing between the Clerk and Deputy Clerk.  
· The Clerk requested that salaries be paid by Standing Order, rather than paying them manually as is done at present.  This was approved.
· It was agreed to carry on with the Zoom subscription and review again in March 22.
· It was agreed that if the Clerk is unable to use her outstanding annual leave, this can be carried forward.
· The Clerk reported that she currently has 134 hours of lieu time.  This has been reported on previous occasions and agreement given to carry it over.  The majority of this lieu time was accrued prior to the Deputy Clerk being employed.  The Clerk reported that she is unable to use much lieu time due to the busy nature of the role.  A discussion was held.  The Council agreed to pay the Clerk for 100 hours of her lieu time, reducing this to 34 hours.  It was agreed to pay this in 3 monthly instalments at her current annual rate.  It was agreed to produce a Lieu Time policy.
b) Deputy Clerk’s Report – The Deputy Clerk provided an update on the sports ground.  It was reported that there have been issues with the grounds maintenance, with the pitches not being cut as required and being damaged by heavy machinery being used.  The Deputy Clerk reported that the grounds maintenance for October had not been satisfactorily carried out.  A discussion was held.  
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the Council do not pay October’s invoice for grounds maintenance at the sports ground.  A vote was taken and carried 4 to 2.
The Deputy Clerk reported that the compliance certificates for the sports ground are due for renewal.  It was agreed that she would contact SMDC for a quote to repaint the infant swings at Meigh Road.  Cllr D Brindley volunteered to litter pick at the park on a Monday.  Cllr S Hill volunteered to litter pick at the park on a Thursday.  It was agreed to chase up Clark & Kent regarding the drainage at the pump track.
The Deputy Clerk provided a copy of the survey for the five-year plan at the sports ground.

086/21 TREES
Further to the discussions held during public question time, it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Grasslands nursery for a quote and that the Chair would contact the Tree Officer at SMDC.
087/21 PUMP TRACK AT MEIGH ROAD
This item had been discussed during public question time.

088/21 CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence from Country Grounds Services was read out, regarding gritting over winter.  Following discussion, it was agreed that this service was not required.

Standing Orders were suspended in order to conclude the meeting.

089/21 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
It was reported that Covid cases are up in Werrington and Caverswall.  Cllr D Brindley confirmed that there were no changes in the allotment since the last meeting.

The meeting was moved to confidential, and the Chair requested that any members of the public left the meeting.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
090/21 VILLAGE WARDEN VACANCIES
An update was provided by the Clerk.  It was reported that interviews were being held on Friday 12th November.

The meeting closed at 10.20pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2021
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