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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 10TH JANUARY 2022

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT
Cllr B Hughes (Chair), Cllr J Morrison (Vice Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Brindley, L Ibbs, D Normington
Z Grindey (Clerk), G Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk) 
APOLOGIES
Cllr P Brown
County Cllr R Ward 

There were 9 members of the public in attendance

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:30pm

091/21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A resident read out their concerns regarding the proposed housing development off Ash Bank Road.  The main concern raised was the proposed footpath to be reinstated adjacent to number 386 Ash Bank Road.  As there is no crossing on this side of the road, it was felt that people using the footpath would attempt to cross Ash Bank Road at a dangerous point, including children/young people travelling to and from school.  It would also impact the security and privacy of the residents of 386 Ash Bank Road.  The resident requested a meeting with Planning Officers of Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.
The resident was informed that Planning Officers had been invited to the previous public meeting but had not attended and that the Parish Council could not insist that officers of the District Council attend a meeting.
A resident raised the issues regarding the pump track.  Whilst they are supportive of the track, it was felt that the positioning and height of it impacted on their, and their neighbours’, privacy and security.
Standing orders were suspended until 8:15pm to allow public question time to continue.
A discussion was held.  The Council confirmed that they would look to plant trees and hedges along the boundary.  This would screen the pump track, prevent people from accessing residents’ fencing, and hopefully improve the drainage situation.
Members of the public left the meeting.

092/21 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
As County Cllr R Ward was not in attendance, there was no report.

093/21 APOLOGIES
See above.

094/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

095/21 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.  

096/21 ACCURACY OF MINUTES
The minutes of the following meetings were reviewed for accuracy and approved:
a) Full Council meeting held 8th November 2021
b) Planning Committee meeting held 11th October 2021
c) Planning Committee meeting held 12th November 2021

097/21 ACTON PLAN 
The action plan was reviewed.  It was agreed to keep the lease for the Bowling Green at the £10pa peppercorn rent.  The previous quotes for the clearance work at the allotments are to be brought back to the Council for review.

098/21 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) November accounts
b) December accounts
c) Next month’s payment schedule

099/21 BUDGET SETTING & PRECEPT
a) The proposed budgets for 2022/23 (previously circulated) were discussed. Cllr J Morrison proposed that the budgets were agreed.  This was seconded by the Chair and carried.
b) The recommended precept was discussed. Cllr J Morrison proposed that there was no increase to the precept, and that it remained at £100,005 for 2022/23.  This was seconded by the Chair and carried.

100/21 STAFF REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report - The Clerk provided an update, including a summary of the training attended. The request to renew the annual subscription to the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) at £186 was approved.

b) Deputy Clerk’s Report – The Deputy Clerk provided an update.  
· The annual inspection of the play equipment, including the pump track, is due to be carried out in February.
· Quotes for the condition survey of Council trees were reviewed.  It was agreed to offer the contract to Tree Heritage.
· Revised contracts for the grounds maintenance of both the sports ground and the rest of the parish are being prepared.  Once agreed, tenders will be invited, and a new contract will be issued, commencing 1st May 2022.
· The company carrying out the CCTV survey of the drainage at Meigh Road will return in the summer, as high water levels prevented them carrying out the survey in full.
· It was agreed that the Village Wardens would be asked to sand down the paint on the cradle swing seat to ensure it is safe.
· It was agreed to send flowers to the resident who has been locking/unlocking the car park prior to the Village Wardens starting, to thank them for their help.
· It was agreed to set up a ‘preferred contractors’ list for future work.

101/21 DRAINAGE AT MEIGH ROAD
This issue was discussed during Public Question Time.

102/21 CLIMATE CHANGE AGENDA
Cllr J Morrison presented a report.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed to set up a working group to look at what changes the Parish Council could make to improve the local environment and reduce their carbon footprint.  Cllrs J Morrison, B Hughes and D Normington volunteered to sit on the working group.

103/21 COMMUNITY ORCHARD
The Chair provided an update.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed to set a date towards the end of February.  This will be advertised on Facebook to seek volunteers.  It was also agreed to speak to Werrington Primary school regarding a forest school.

104/21 CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was considered.
a) Email from resident regarding the pump track – this was discussed during Public Question Time.
b) Email from Chairman of the library – the Chair read out a complaint that was received regarding the behaviour of Cllr S Hill.  A discussion was held.  The Chair reminded all Councillors of the need to uphold the Nolan Principles and to behave appropriately when in public.

105/21 COUNCILLOR UPDATES
The Chair provided an update.  Sadness was expressed at the passing of Cllr Richard Alcock of Cheadle Town Council.  Cllr D Brindley provided an update regarding the allotments and the memorial stone.  A discussion was held.  It was agreed to hold a meeting with the allotment holders prior to issuing a new contract in April for 2022/23.  The offer of reducing plots to half size will be offered to those struggling to manage a full size plot.

The meeting was moved to confidential.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
106/21 QUOTES
A discussion was held regarding the quote received by Cllr D Normington for CCTV at the sports ground and Meigh Road.  It was agreed to get additional information and bring it to the next meeting.

The meeting closed at 10.10pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2022
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