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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 14TH MARCH 2022

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT
Cllr B Hughes (Chair), Cllr J Morrison (Vice Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, D Brindley, L Ibbs, D Normington, P Brown
Z Grindey (Clerk), G Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk) 
APOLOGIES
County Cllr R Ward 

There were 5 members of the public in attendance
There were 2 members of Longton Flyball in attendance

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:35pm

122/21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A resident requested an update on the proposed development of 75 new dwellings.  The Chair stated that she had not received any further information and that the District Council Planning meeting had not yet taken place.  A discussion was held regarding the letter sent to the Planning Officer by the Parish Council.
A discussion regarding the drainage and trees at Meigh Road was held.  As a meeting with contractors was only held on the 12th March, no further information was available.

123/21 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
As County Cllr R Ward was not in attendance, there was no report.  It was agreed to send a sympathy card to Cllr R Ward.

124/21 PRESENTATION BY LONGTON FLYBALL
Longton Flyball gave a presentation and requested to hire the sports ground for training in the evening and a one-day event in July.  A discussion was held.  A Councillor asked how many members the club currently have.  There are currently 25 members and the club welcome new members to join.

The 2 members of Longton Flyball and 4 members of the public left the meeting.
Cllr D Brindley left the meeting at 8:15pm

125/21 APOLOGIES
See above.

126/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

127/21 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests.  

128/21 ACCURACY OF MINUTES
The minutes of the following meetings were reviewed for accuracy:
a) Full Council meeting held 14th February 2022
It was agreed that an amendment was required for item 115/21 Meigh Road Playing Fields.  The minutes do not record the actual budget amount set by the Council.  The Deputy Clerk confirmed that this information was in her original notes and will be amended.  The minutes were approved, subject to the stated amendment.

129/21 ACTION PLAN 
The action plan was reviewed.  It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain quotes for the Queen’s Canopy plaque, to be sited next to the new Community Orchard.  Following discussion, it was agreed that the Deputy Clerk would investigate the costs and logistics of a mobile speed sign.  
The remaining member of the public left the meeting.

130/21 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed and approved:
a) February accounts
b) Next month’s payment schedule
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the above were approved, this was seconded by Cllr S Hill and carried.

131/21 STAFF REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report - The Clerk provided an update, and reminded the Council that she would be mainly working on the year end and audit over the coming weeks.

b) Deputy Clerk’s Report – The Deputy Clerk provided an update.  
· Request that the report from the recent tree survey is included on the agenda for April.
· An update on the sports ground survey was provided.  The results will be available for the April meeting.
· The couple running the car boot sales have confirmed that they wish to continue this year.
· A new booking has been received for an U9s football team.
· The main adult pitch requires reseeding at a cost of £500.  This was approved.
· One of the pitches needs to be moved to prevent part of the pitch becoming too muddy.

c) Village Wardens’ Report – the wardens reported about the difficulties in having to transport the waste bags from Meigh Road up to the large container at the sports ground.  This was discussed.  A suggestion of having a container at the allotments was made.

132/21 SMALL GRANTS SCHEME APPLICATION
An application from Werrington Community Craft Group was reviewed.  It was decided that the group should be invited to speak at the next meeting so that the Council could find out more about what they do and who is involved.

133/21 POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The following policies and procedures were reviewed and (re)adopted:
a) Grants policy
b) Allotments contract
c) Allotments rules and regulations and associated documents

134/21 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 25th April at 7pm in the Village Hall.  It was agreed to invite the Street Volunteers to thank them for their work during the pandemic, and to invite the hirers of the sports ground.

135/21 ANNUAL PAY AWARD
The approved national pay award for 2021-22 was discussed by the Council.
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the pay award was approved, backdated to April 2021, and included in the March pay.  This was seconded by Cllr P Brown and carried.

136/21 WORKING GROUP / PROJECT UPDATES
The following items were discussed:
a) Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – it was agreed that new planters would be sited either side of the memorial stone. A bench depicting the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee would be sited at the bottom end of the site, near to the Community Orchard.
b) Sports Ground Survey – an update had been provided under the Deputy Clerk’s report.
c) Community Orchard – 40 fruit trees had been planted on the site next to the allotments to form the Community Orchard.
d) Climate Change Working Group – no meeting had taken place.

137/21 CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was discussed:
a) SPCA/NALC annual subscription – this was approved at a cost of £575.59

138/21 COUNCILLOR UPDATES / ITEMS
An update regarding recent District Council meetings was provided by the Chair.  She reported that an inspection of the Scrutiny Panel had been positive.

The meeting was moved to confidential.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
139/21 QUOTE FOR CCTV AT THE SPORTS GROUND AND MEIGH ROAD PLAYING FIELDS
A discussion was held.  It was agreed to have a CCTV camera at Meigh Road playing fields, to focus on the pump track.  Cllr D Normington to provide detailed annual cost at April meeting.  It was agreed that CCTV was not required at the sports ground at present.

140/21 BOOKINGS FOR SPORTS GROUND
The following requests to hire the sports ground were discussed:
a) Longton Flyball – this was agreed
b) Camping for Motorbike event – this was agreed subject to necessary permits/licenses.

The meeting closed at 9:50pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 11TH APRIL 2022
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