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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2022

	AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL	

[bookmark: _Hlk527974550]
PRESENT
Cllrs B Hughes (Chair), J Morrison (Vice-Chair)
Cllrs S Hill, L Ibbs, P Brown, D Normington, D Brindley
Z Grindey (Clerk), G Keiher-Knapper (Deputy Clerk) 
APOLOGIES
None
There were 2 members of the public in attendance

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.35pm	

074/22 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A resident requested an update on the housing development off Ash Bank Road.  A discussion was held.  It was confirmed that it will no longer be 100% affordable housing, but a mixture of affordable, social, private rent and open market.  The District Council had not informed the Parish Council of this, and they only became aware of it when they were advised of potential street names.
A discussion was held regarding the planning application for a new Co-op, off Ash Bank Road, to replace the current one on Washerwall Lane.
A resident requested an update regarding the CCTV camera and the planting of trees.  An update was provided.  The camera has been installed in the wrong position by the contractor and will be moved.  The trees are due to be planted w/c 5th December.
2 members of the public left the meeting

075/22 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
As County Cllr R Ward was not in attendance, no report was provided.

076/22 APOLOGIES
See above. 

077/22 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

078/22 REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Councillors were reminded of the need to maintain their Register of Interests. 

079/22 ACCURACY OF MINUTES
The minutes of the following meetings were reviewed for accuracy and approved.
a) Full Council meeting held 10th October 2022
b) Planning Committee meeting held 10th October 2022

080/22 ACTION PLAN
The action plan was reviewed.  
A discussion was held regarding the area around the Millennium Rock.  It was agreed that Cllrs D Brindley and L Ibbs would set up a working group to look at improving the area.  Cllr J Morrison agreed to contact Joe Smith for advice.  It was also agreed that a Christmas tree would be planted between the Millennium Rock and the allotments, along with a replacement tree being planted in the planter outside of the Co-op.  Both trees to be decorated with solar/battery operated lights.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to look into this.

081/22 ACCOUNTS 
The following were reviewed:
a) October accounts 
b) Next month’s payment schedule
c) Expenses
d) 2023/24 budgets and precept setting
Cllr J Morrison proposed that the accounts, payment schedule and expenses were approved. This was seconded by Cllr D Brindley and carried.
A discussion was held regarding the budget setting for next financial year.  It was agreed that budgets would be included for improvements to the Millennium Rock and surrounding area, and for an event to mark the King’s Coronation.  It was agreed that a plaque would be put on the Millennium Road to commemorate HM Queen Elizabeth II’s reign, and to mark the start of HM King Charles III’s reign.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to obtain a quote for this.
A discussion was held regarding how to celebrate the King’s Coronation next year.  It was agreed that a ‘picnic in the park’ type event would be held at Meigh Road playing fields.  A suggestion of putting together a time capsule was also discussed, and it was thought that this may be something that the primary school may like to get involved with.


082/22 STAFF REPORTS
a) Clerk’s Report - the Clerk provided a brief update and asked about cover over the Christmas period.  It was agreed that cover would be the same as last year, whereas the Clerk and Deputy Clerk would monitor the phone and emails and deal with anything urgent as it comes in over the 2-week Christmas period.  The ‘office’ will close on Thursday 15th December and reopen on Tuesday 3rd January.

b) Deputy Clerk’s Report – the Deputy Clerk provided an update.  Treatments for the pitches have been saved up to carry out over winter.  The event at the sports ground will now be on 27th to 29th May 23.  There will be a Flyball event on 17th to 18th June 23.  Hirers have been made aware that fees will increase from 1st April 23.  A discussion was held regarding a complaint made by a resident.  It was agreed that this matter did not need to be investigated further.

c) Village Wardens’ Report – no report was provided.

083/22 NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL PAY INCREASE
The Clerk informed the Council that an agreement had now been reached for the Public Sector’s annual pay increase for 2022/23.  The Council agreed to the pay increase, to be backdated to 1st April 2022.

084/22 WERRINGTON POWER FUND
The following applications were received under the new criteria of supporting residents with the cost of living/energy crisis:
a) Crossroads Café Warm Space – following discussion, it was agreed to award £150.
b) Ash Bank Café Warm Space – following discussion, it was agreed to award £300.

Cllr D Brindley left the meeting at 9.50pm

085/22 CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported that a complaint had been received from a resident, who did not wish for it to be investigated by the Parish Council themselves.  The Chair stated that she had spoken to the Monitoring Officer at the District Council, who had recommended that the complaint be referred to Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association.

STANDING ORDERS WERE SUSPENDED TO ALLOW THE REMAINING AGENDA ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED.

086/22 COUNCILLOR UPDATES/ITEMS
The Chair explained that Parish Council elections would be held next May and advised the co-opted members of what was required to stand.

The meeting was moved to confidential

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
087/22 QUOTES FOR DEMOLITION OF THE SHED
Only two quotes had been provided.  Following discussion, it was agreed not to demolish the shed but to look at getting it repaired and raised to prevent future flooding.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to follow up on this.

088/22 QUOTES FOR WORK AT THE ALLOTMENTS
As only one quote had been received, this was deferred to the next meeting to allow additional quotes to come in.

The meeting closed at 10.10pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS 12H DECEMBER 2022
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